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han H. Wa'lace; which was referred to the Com- 
Ip itiee on Private Land Claims. 

“on mtion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, te pet'- 
Bion of James McCrary of Alabama was taken 
Mrom the files of the Senate, an! referredto the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, on his motion, the petition and documen’s 
af William Barelay, of Marsha'l coun y, Alabama, 

ving a grant of land, was taken from the fies, 

ndreferred to the Comm tee oa Privaie Land 

tne 
7 Mir. CLAY of Alabama also presen‘e! the me- 
moralof a large number of the citizens of te 
qurty lately ee ded by the Cherokees in Alabama, 
bpaving the extens on of toe bene fi s of the late pre: 
eempvon law to those who occupied ani cnlivael 
sisteenth sections appropriated for schools; whch 
Iwas ree red to the Committee on the Public 
Lanis. 
Pir C. also presented the petition cf Themes 
AL. Bone, of Jackson county, Alabama, preying to 


Phe paid three hundred dellars ier taat amount in 


-easury notes, which weie consumed and lost by 
the barnieg of his dwelling house: refor:ed to the 
Commitiee on Cla ms. 

Mr. ROBINSON presented a mesmorial fiom in- 
rabitan's of the town of Albion, Illinos, praying 
foranappropr ation in ait of the New Atoany 
and Mount Carmel Railroad Company; which was 
yeferred to the Committee on Roac’s ant Canals, 

Mr. R_a'so preseated the petition cf Hezekiah 
Cunningham, asking compersation for tans; o-ta- 
tion of the meil; which wes re‘erred to the Cum- 
mittee on the Post Office and Pi st Roads. 

Oa motion of Mr. SMiTH of Connesticut, the 
papers on file in relation tu the claim of Daniel 
Root, the claim of Jcha &. Billings, and the claim 
ef Nathan Kings’ry, were severa'ly ordered to be 
rrierred to the Ce minittee on Claims. 

Mr. SMITE then asked that Jabez L. White 
have leave to w thdraw certain payers in relation 
toa mail contract, in order that they might b> pre- 
sen'ed in the House; which, softer some remarks 
fom Messrs) LINN, WALL, DAVIS, HUB- 
BARD, and SMITH of Connecticut, was unani- 
nously agreed to. 

Mr. SMITH also precented the petition of Mar- 
garet Leech; which was referred io the Comm:ttee 
on Pens‘ons. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the petition of 
D.niel Palmer, prsying fer an increase of pension; 
which was rcferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. B. also p esented the memorial of the mem- 
bers of the bar of the ci'y of Pittsburg, asking that 
thecompensation of the Judge of tae Western Dis- 
Inet of Pennsylvania may be increase; which was 
tefsrred to the Comm t ea cn the Jud eirry. 

Mr. B. also presented a memorial from citizens 
of Lancaster county, Pennsylvaaia, aslting for the 
tslablishment of a post route; which was referred 
tothe Committee on the Pest Office and Post 
Ro: ds. 

Mr. B. also presented the petition of Abraham 
Coote, praying an ine ease ot pension; which was 
le ected to tre Comm: tree on Pensions. 

Mr. DAVIS yre ected the petition cf Maj. 
Thomas Halsted, asking foray imerease cf pen- 
‘ln; which was refcired to te Committee on 
Pensions, 

Mr. D. also presented the memoria! of Paul J. 
Ciifford, asking for a gant of land for service:s ren- 
cercd; which was laid on the tab’e and ordered to 
be printed, 

Mr. ROANE presented the retition of William 

-Ichnson, exec atcr of George Evans; 

The memorial of William Teas; 

he memorial of Richard Taliaferro; 
The memorial of Capt. William Megginson; 
© memorial of Georze Gilmer; 
memoria! of John Spitfa:hom, and 
memorial of the execuiors of Thomas Griffin; 
hich were severally referred to the Committee 
00 Revolutionary Claims, 
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Mr. R. also presented the petition cf Archiba'd 
S. Campbell; which was referred to the Committee 
on Naval Afiats. 

Mr. R. a'se presented the petition of Elizabeth 
Monroe; which was referred to the Committee @n 
Pensions. 

Mr. WILLIAMS presented the petition of An- 
drew Forrest; which was referred to the Commutee 
en the Judiciary. 

On motion WILLIAMS, the pert 
and papers of Henry Fry were taken from the files 
and referred tothe Comunttee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, the papers on fice in 
relaticn to the claim ef Moses Elmer, were refeired 
to the Committee on Revolutionary Cains. 

On motion by Mr. RUGGLES, the papers on 
file in relation to te case of John H. Holl, were 
reierred to the Commitiee on Miiitary Atfaus. 

Mr. MERRICK preseitet the memorial of etii- 
cers of the line of the army, aking {or an eqvaliza- 
tion of pay with the stall; which was referred to the 
Committee on M Iutary Affairs. 


by Mr. 


Also, the memorial of Dr. Samuel Correy; 
Which, efter some explanatiury remarks from 
Mr. M. was referred to a s lee! committee of 


three, and the memor.al was ordered to be printed 

Mr. MERRICK then moved that when the S-- 
nate acjourn, it a‘journ to meet on Monday nex’; 
which was agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. CALHOUN, the papers on 
file in relation to the clam of Edward Wade, 
were referred to the Commi'tee on Revoiutionary 
Clairas. 

Mr. HUBBARD gave n«t c2 that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to intredace the followirg bills: 

A bill fur the relief of Philip Wiedman. 

A bill for the relief of John J. Bulow, jr. 

A bill for the retief of Ma'achi Hagan. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Hernandez. 

Mr. HUBBARD, frm the Committee cn 
Claims, to wh cs had been referred the bill to pro- 
vide for the establishment of a Board of Commis- 
sionets to'hear and determine claims against the 
United Staves, reported the same without amend- 
men’, and recommended its pas-age. 

Mr. H. also, from the same committee, to which 
had Leen referred the bill for the relief of Walter 
Loomis and Abel Gay, reported in favor of its 
passage, and moved that the report be printed; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance ef notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce 

A joint resolution, authorizing certain surveys 
to be made; which was read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Commerce. 

A's, a bill making grants ef land to certa’n 
States tor the purposes of internal i: provements; 
which was read twice, and referied to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, 

Also, a bill for the relief of certain companies of 
Michizan mlitia; which was re d twice and re- 
ferrcd to the Committe on Military Affairs. 

Also, a bill making appropriations to complete 
ceriain reads commenced by the United States in 
the State of M chigan; which was read twiee, and 
referredto the Committee cn Reads and Cana's. 

Mr. BUCHANAN gave nonce that, on te-mor- 
row, he woud ask ‘eaveto inr duce a b.!I for the 
relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, ‘n pursuance of notice, 
asked end obtained leave ‘o introduce the follow- 
ing bilis: 

A biil forthe relief of John McCarty: read 
twice, and referied to the Commitiee on Indian 
Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of William Jone:: read 
iwice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

A bill for the relief of Captain Snedgrass’s com- 
pany of mounted volun’eers: read twice, and re- 
ferred to the Committee on Military Affairs. 

A bill for the relief of Richard Robertson: 
read twice, and seferred to the Commitiee on 
Claims, 
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On motion of Mr. C. the papers connected with 
the above buls were respectively referred to the 
same coinmittees. 

Mr. PRENTISS, agreeably to notice, asked 
ard obtained leave to introduce a bill authorizing 
the payment of invalid pensions in certain cases; 
which was read twice, and reterred to the Commit- 
tee on Penstons. 

Also, a bil granting a pension to David Waller: 
r.ierre} to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. KNIGAT, aereeably to notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce? a bill tor the rehef of 
Samuel Warvcer: read twice, and referred to the 
Commit eon Navel Affa rs. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi-* 
ciary, to which had been referred 

Ablitoamendan eet entided “An ect more 
effec'nally to provice for the punishmentof certain 
crimes agaiastihe United States, and for other pur- 
rose 5 and 

A blito prevent the coanterfeiting of any fo- 
reign copp r, g id, silver, or other coin, and to pre- 
vent the bringing into the United States, or uttericgy 
any conuleriert foreigu copper, gold, s lver, or other 
cain,” 

Reported the sane without amendment, and re- 
commended the r passage. 

Mr. LINN, in pursuance of previous netice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
in@ bill: 

A bil fur the relief of John E. Metcalfe and 


others. 


A bil: to confirm the tive to a certain tract of 
land in the county of Mobile. 
A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 


Greensburg land district, State of Louisiana. 

A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Joseph 
Campan, for a certain tract of land in the State of 
Michigan. 

A bil for the relief of the heirs of Madam de 
Lus:er. 

A bl for the relief of Pierre Balin. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of William Conway. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque. 

A bill for the rel ef of Alvarez Fisk. 

A bill for the relief of Juan Belgar. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Ehe- 
nezer Childs, and Linas Thompson. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Begy. 

A bill for the rel.ef of Joveph Cochran. 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Phil. Barbour, ceceased. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Loui- 
siana. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan. 

A bill for the relief of Jean Baptiste Granger. 

A bill for the retiet of Sebastian Butcher and 
heirs and legal representatives of Partho'omew 
Butcher, Michael Butcher, and Peer Bloom. 

A bill for the relief o: Obed P. Lacey. 

A bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjastment of private land claims in Missouri. 

A bill to: transfer to the citizens of the parish of 
Concordia, in the State of Louisiana, the interest 
of the United States to a certain tract of land. 

A bill to authorize the issaing of a pat-nt tot e 
heirs or lecal representatives of Fiancis Rivard, 
decras d 

A bill confirming certain land claims ia Mis- 
souri. 

A bill to confirm certain land claims in the 
Ovachita 'and dis'rict, in the Sta‘e of Louisiana. 

A bill to confirm land claims in the district be- 
tween the Riv Hondo and Sabiue rivers. 

A bi | to settle the title to certain tracts of land 
in the Siate of Arkansas. 

A bill to amend an. act confirming certain Jand 
cla ms in the State of Michigan. 

A bill sopplementary to an act entitled “An act 
to amend an act for the appointment of commis- 
sioners to adjust the claims to reservations ef land 
under the 14th article of the treaty of 1830, with 
the Choctaw Indians,” 








ae 


sv 


Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. LINN, all the papers on file 
in relation t» the above bills, were refi rred to the 
same commitiee. 

Mr. L. also, on leave, introduced a bill for cre- 
aling a new land district in the Sta'e of Missouri, 
and for changing the boundaries of the southwest- 
ern and western land district in said State; which 
was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
the Pablic Linds. 

Mr. L. on leave, ard in pursuance of previous 
notice, introduced a biil to authorize payment to be 
made to certain Missouri volunteers, for ser- 
y.cesin the years 1829 and 1830; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Pierre Menard and 
others; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. FULTON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and © tained leave to introduce the following bills: 

A b ll for the relief of sandry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence 
of a treaty between the United States and Choctaw 
Indians. 

A bil to settle the title to ce. tain tracts of land in 
the £1 .te of Arkausas. 

A bill to authorize the inhabitants of township 
e'ght north, range thirty-two west, in ihe State of 
Arkansas, to enter a section of land in lieu of the 
sixteenth section in said townsh'p, upon condition 
that the same is surrendered to the Un.ted States for 
m.] tary purposes. 

A bill to revive an act authorizing certain sol- 
diets in the late war to surrencer the bounty lands 
drawn by them, and to locate othe: in lieu thereof, 
and for other purpose :; 

Which wee severally read twice, and referred 
to the Commitie> on the Public Lands. 

Also, abill making appropriations to compleie 
certain military roads in the State of Arkausas; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on Roads and Canals. 

Mr. ROBINSON, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to bring in a bill for the relief 
of A. G@.S. White; which was read twice and re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads. 

Mr. TAPPAN gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a joint resolution to 
amend the Constitu:ion of the United States so as 
to limit the term of service of judges in the Fede- 
ral courts. 

Mr. SEVIER gave notice that he would to- 
morrow ask leave to introduce a bill making,an ap- 
pro, riation for the removal of the raft in Red 
river. 

Mr. YOUNG, in pursuance of previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill authorzing the President to cause the 
reserved lead mines Lelonging to the United States, 
in the several States and Territories, to be sold as 
other public lands. 

A bill for the relief of the widow and minor 
heirs at law of Samuel Hill, deceased. 

A bill for the relief of Epraim Sprague. 

A bill for the relief of James Dutton. 

A bill for the relief of Jane Waller. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

Mr. Y. also, on leave, introduced a bill granting 
to the State of Tilinois the right of way throug’ the 
public lands of the United States, and for other 
purposes; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also,a bill for the relief of Thomas H. Owen, 
John W. Skidmore, and others; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Reads. 

Mr. BENTON, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to iatroduce a bill pro- 
viding for the summary collection of small bank 
notes in the District ef Columbia; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee oa Finance. 

Mr. BENTON also, agreeably to previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained leave to bring ina bill to 
repeal the act entitled “An act laying a duty on im- 
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ported salt, granting a bounty on pickled fish ex- 
ported, and allowances to ceriain vessels employed 
in the fisheries,” approved July 29, 1813, and to 
repeal all acts in continuation or amendment of the 
same; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Mr. ROANE, agreeably to previous notice, 


asked and obtained leave to bring in a bill giving | 
the assent of Congress to an act of the General As. | 


sembly of the State of Virginia incorporating the 


on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. BENTON offered the following resolution, 
which lays over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed te communicate to the Senate all the ia- 
formation which it is in the power of the Depar:- 
ment to obtain as to the value of the different Siate 
bonds in the London market. Also, the value of 


the different railroad and canal stocks of the re- | 


spective States in the home market. 

Mr. B. also offered the following resolution, 
which lays over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to obtain from the consti uted autho- 
rities in Florida, a statement of all the Territorial 
bonds issued, and authorized to be issued, in that 
Territory, with copies from the journals of the 
Council, showisg any thing that was done in autho- 
rizing the issue of such bunds, with the 
names of the members of the Council at that 
lime, their votes in each case, the names 
of the Governors who may have approved 
laws for the issuing of Territorial bonds, or who 
may have signed or endorsed the said bonds; also, 
the purposes for which said bonds were issued, end 
when issued in favor of corporations, the names 
of the corporations, and the corporators and their 
officers, and the use made of said bonds, and the 
present value of said bonds in the American ani 
European markets, with the condition of the cor- 
porations which have had the use of said bonds, 
and how far they are fulfilling the purposes for 
which they were created. Also, a statement of all 
the acts of incorporation which have been passed 
by the said Legislative Council of Fiorida, since 
the 3d of March, 1823, and the acts in amend- 
ment thereof,and when, and how said acts were 
reported to the President of the United States, to 
be laid before Congress. 

Mr. B. also offered the following resolution, 
which lays over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to caure the proper inquiries to be 
made of ali disbursing officers and agents, and all 
contractors, (the Post Office Department inclusive,) 
to ascertain from them whether they have sold or 
exchanged Government drafis or other Govern- 
ment funds, or their own drafis cn the Govern- 
ment, during the years 1838 and 1839, for paper 
money of the following descriptions: 

1. Bank notes of the State banks of the United 
Sta'es, and especially notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

2. Bank notes of the present Bank of the United 
States, and especially notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

3. Post notes of the present Bank of the United 
States, and especially any of such notes of a less 
Cenomination than one hundred dollars; also, of 
a less denomimation than twenty dolla's, and 
which had been made payable at more 
than sixty days afer date,or which were not 
duc, or which had been alterd by the pen; and if 
so, that they report the times and places of such 
sales or exchanges, and with whom made, and the 
amonnts so sold or exchanged. 

Also, that the Pre-ident communicate to the Se- 
nate the name of any disbursing « flicer, agent, or 
contractor, who shall fail to answer the foregoing 
inquiries in a reasonable time. Alo, that he com- 
mupicate a list of such Treasury or Post Offi:e 
drafts in favor of dsbursing officers, egents, and 
contractors, for the years 1838 and 1839, as shall 
appear to have been sold, with the names of the 
endorsers, and to whom paid; that the Secretary 
of the Treasury cause inquiries to be made of the 
deposite banks, since the general respmption of 


| 


| 
| 
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\| tion of the United States which can aut} 
Falmouth and Alexandria Railroad Company; | 
which was read twice, and referred tothe Committee | 


specie paymen’s in 1838, whether the Goy 
drafts which have been so!d by disbursing 
agents, and contractors, have been usual, 
specie; and if so, all the particulars as to 4} 
sums and total amounts paid, and to w 
and where, as nearly as can be stated. 

r. BENTON a'so offered the following 


Crome, 
Officer 
y paid l 
Le Sever, 
hom Pad 
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Resolved, That there is nothing in the Const 
MOT Ze - 

Legislative power of the Union to assume the ¢¢s, 
of the States which have been contracted fo; lea 
objects and State purposes. 
2. That the assumption of such debts, ei, 
opeoly, by a direct promise to pay them, or ds. 
guisedly, by going security for their pay ment, o; 5, 


| creating surpius revenue, or applying the natiog, 
| funds to pay them, would be a gross and flagry, 


violation of the Constitution, wholly unwarray,,; 
by the letter or spirit of that instrument, ard utter, 
regugnant to all the objecis and purposes for whic, 
the Federal Uni: n was formed. " 

3. That besides its flagrant unconstitutionaliy 
such assumptjon would be unjust, unwise, jp, 
politic and dangerous, compelling the non-in ebja; 
Siates to incur burdens fer others which they hare 
refused to incur for themselves—iveriing the y, 
tonal funds from national objec's 10 gy, 
obje:ts—and thereby creating a_ necessity ( 
loans or taxes, or issues of Federal ‘pape 
money, to supply the place of the fands s) 4). 
verted—prostrating the barriers of economy, moe, 
rat‘on, and safety,in the crea'ion of S ate debi: 
by separating the function of contractor from that oj 
yayer of the deb'—extingaishing the sense of ,. 
sponsibility in the contractor, and making the Fe}. 
ral Government the ullima‘e payer ofall the cb). 
gations contracted by the States tor their own py. 
peses—establishing a dangerous precedent, which 
must soon be followed up by new debts on the par 
of the States, and new assumptions on the part of 
the Federal Government—invading the rightsan! 
mortgaging the property of posterity, and loading 
unbora generations with debts not their owa—cre. 
ating a new national cebt of large amount at the 
s‘art, and of a nature to perpetuate iis own exis). 
ence—begetting a spirit in Congress, which mu 
constantly cater for distributions, by preventing 
necessary appropriations, and keeping up unnecs 
sary taxes—laying the foundation for a new ani 


| excessive tariff of duties on foreign imports, to {a\) 


unequally on different parts of the Union, ani 


| most heavily on the planting, grain growirg, 
| and provision raising Stats, to their mauifesi iv 
| jury, and probable gieat discontent—involving di- 
| astrous consequences, either to the Union irself, a 


to ils members, as tending to the consolidation 
the States, and their ultimate abject dependence o 
the Federal head as the fountain of their supple: 
or tending to the annihilaticn of the Federal heai 
itself, by stripping it of all its means of natu) 
defence and self support, and reducing it tv the 
helple s imbecility of the old Confederation—gi- 
ing a new impulse to the de'usive career of the [a 


| per system, already ina state of dangerous over 


action—insuriog the establistment of another Ne 
tional Bank—and, finally, begetiing a passion [or 
periodical distributions of lands and money, and 
extensions of Federal credit, which could find 1 
limit to its demands until the national domain Ws 
exhausted, the Federal Treasury emptied, and tte 
credit of the Union reduced to contempt. 

4 That the d: b's of the States, being now chief 
held by foreigners, and constituting a stock \n {t 
reign markets, now greatly depreciated, any lez» 
lative atiempt tv obtain the assumption of secuniy- 
ship of the United States for their payment, or 
provide for their payment out of the national 
funds, must have the effect of enhancing 
the value of that stcck to the amonnt 0 @ 
great many millions of dollars, to the enor 
mous and undue advantage of foreign capitalists 
and of jobbers and gamblers in stocks; theredy 
holding cut inducements to fore gners to interfer 
in our affairs, and to bring all the influences ¢! 4 
moneyed power to operate upon public opinic?, 
upon our elections, and upon State and Federal » 
gislation, to produce a consummation 80 — 
to their cupidity, and so profitable to their intere* 


; ence, 
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a That foreiga interference apd foreign indu- 
ant in afl ages, has been the bane and curse of 
Governmen’s, and that such interference and 
eens is far mo:e dangerous in the insidious in- 
peo of the money ed power, than ia the forci- 
bie invasions of fleets and arm es. 
§. That to close the coor at once against all ap- 
lications for such assumpticn, and to arrest at 
iheir source the vast tde of evils which would flow 
from it, it ismecessary that the const tuted authori- 
ties, without delay, shall RESOLVE and DE- 
CLARE their utter opposition to the proposal con- 
tained in the late London Bankers’ Circular in re- 
lation to State debts, contract-d for local and State 
prposes, and recommending to the Congress of 
the United States to assume, or guaranty, or pro- 
yice for, the ultimate payment of said debts. 
The rsoluticn, on motion of Mr. B. was laid on 
the table, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. TAPPAN offered the following res lution, | 


which lays over: 


Reso'ved, That a committee of three members be | 


appointed, who, together with a like number to be 
appointed by the House of Representatives, shall 


| direct the expenditures of all moneys appropriated | 


to purchase books for the Library of Congress. 


Mr. FULTON offered the following resolution, | 


which was considered and agreed to: 

Risolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
biishing ports of entry on the western border of 
the State of Arkansas, to be located on Red river 
and Arkansas river; and alsoof entitling all fo- 
reign merchand:se exported over land from those 
poris into Mexico, to drawback. 

Mr. HUBBARD offered the following resolution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in 
structed to inquire into the expediency of amending 
ihe acts of Congress granting pensions for di<abi- 
lities incurred during the last war, so as to have'the 
pensions of such invalids commence at the time 
this disability was received. 

Mr. YOUNG offered the following reselution, 
which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of of esta- 
blishing a port of entry and delivery at the city of 
Cairo, in the State of Iilinois. 

The following resolution, submitted some time 
snce, by Mr. TAPPAN, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, Tha‘ the Secretary of War be di:ected 
to report to the Senate: 

1, What would be the effect upon the military 
service of the country, (of a regu'ation by which 
all officers of the army, on arriving at six'y years 
of age, should be permitted to retire from service 
upon half pay. 

2. What would be the probable annual charge 
vpon the Treasury of such a regulation. 

The following resolution, submitied some time 
since by Mr. DAVIS, was cons:dered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
instructed to inform the Senate— 

1. Whether duties have keen exacted of any vessels 
of the United States employed in the whale fishery, 
for tonnage, or the yroduce of such fishe:ies, and 
ifso, under what authority. 

2. What papers were furnished to such vessels 
before they cleared, and were they such as have at 
all times been granted to vessels thus employed. 

3. What amount of duties and charges have 
been paid, what amount bonded, and are the bonds 
how in force, and unpaid. 

4. Are daties now exacted of all such vessels as 
they arrive, and what amount of fees, if any, have 
accrued to officers of the customs from this source, 
and at what places. 

On motion by Mr. BUCHANAN, so much of 
the President’s messege as relates to our foreign 
relations was referred to the Committee on Foreign 

ations, 

Oa motion by Mr. WRIGHT, so much of the 

sident’s message as relates to the fiscal affairs 
ofthe.country was referrd io the Committee on 
ipance. 


On motion by Mr. BENTON, so much of the 


ihe President's ‘message as relates to military af= 





pe 
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fairs was referred to the Commitiee on Military 
Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. WALL, so much of the Pre- 
sident’s message asrelates to the judiciary was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, so mach 





| Of the President’s message as relatesto the militia 


and the report of the Secretary of Wat was refer- 
red to the Committee on the Militia. 

On motion by Mr. NORVELL, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to commerce was 
referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. ROBINSON, so much of the 
President’s me:sage as relates to the pest offices 
and post roads was referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

On metion by Mr. WILLIAMS, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to naval affairs was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

On motion by Mr. FULTON, so much of the 
President’s message as relates to the pubsie lands 
was r-ferred to the Committee on the Public Lands. 

On motion, 

The Senate adjourned till Monday next. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Faipay, December 27, 1839. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a letter 
from Hon. Cnarirs Fenton Mercer, stating that 
he had resigned his seat in the House; which was 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER then Jaid before the House the 
following message from the Piesident of the Uni- 
ted State ; which was Jaid on the table: 

To the House of Representatives of the United States: 

I herewith communicate to Congress copies of a 
letter from the Governor of Iowa to the Secretary 
of State, and of the documents transmitted with it, 
on the subj:ct of a dispute respecting the bounda- 
ry lice of Missouri. The dissgreement as to the 
extent of their respective jurisdictions has preduced 
a state of such gieat excitement, that f think it ne- 
cessary to invite your early attention to the report 
of the ccmmissioner appointed torun the line in 
question under the act of the 18th June, which was 
sent to both Houses of Congress by the Secretary 
of State on the 30th of January last. 

M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuineton, Dec. 23, 1839. 


The resolution from the Senate providing for 
the election of two Chaplains of different denomi- 
nations for the two Houses, was taken up and con- 
curred in, 

Mr. HOFFMAN then submitted a resolution 
to continue the rules and orders of the House in force 
until the 10th of January; which was considered 
and adopted. 

Mr. WISE submitted a resolution that the stand- 
ing committces of the House be now appointed by 
the Speaker. Mr. W. explained that he used the 
word now, in the resolation, but it was understood 
that the commilte:s would not be announced until 
Monday. He wished further to say, through the 
Spzaker, to his constituents, and he spcke to them 
especialiy, that he didnct desire, during this ses- 
sion of Congress, to be placed on any of the stand- 
ing commitees of the House; and he requested 
that the Speaker might not place him on any of 
those comm.ttees. He hoped the Spzaker and 
the House would indalge h'm in this request for 
private reasons, which it was not necessary for him 
to divulge io the House. Mr. W’s resolution was 
then cons:dered and adopted. 

Mi. BRIGGS then moved that when the House 
adjourn, it adjourn to meet again on Monday; 
which motion was considered and adopted. 

ELECTION OF PRINTER. 

The CHAIR announced the next tusiness in 
order to be to dispose of the resolution with regard 
to the election of Printer. 

The question pending was on three resolutions 
submitted by Mr. Dawson: the first to postpone 
the election of Printer to the lst of February; the 
second to authorize the Clerk to employ a printer 
in the mean time; and the third to appoint a com- 
mittee to inquire whether the printing could not be 
done in a better and cheaper manner than at pre- 
sen!, 
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Mr. GIDDINGS was entitled to the floor upon 
this question. 

Mr. THOMAS said as there appeared to be a 
number of members absent at the present time, 
there had been some interchange of opinions on 
this subject, and there appeared to be a general 
disposition to adjourn this subject over until the 
second of January, when there would probably be 
a full attendance of members. 

ir, DAWSON gave notice to the House that 
he would, when the subject comes up for conside- 
ration, Offer a resolution as a substitute for the 
last resolution, which, in substance, proposes to 
separate the public printing from political journals. 

After some little conversation between Messrs. 
DAWSON, STANLY, BR!GGS, TIIOMAS, ard 
GIDDINGS, 

Mr. DAWSON modified his first two resolwticns, 
as follows; and, thus modified, they were adopted 
by the Hous : 

Resolved, That the order of the House in relation 
to the election of a Printer, be postpone. watil the 
10th day of January next. 

Resolvd, further, That the Clerk of this House be 
authorized, in the meaa time, to supply some sui'- 
able person or pe.sons to execate the necessary 
printing of this House, in the manner prescribed by 
the jount resolut on of 1819, until said 10th day ot 
January next. 

The third reso'ution, which was in the following 
wirds, was then postponed until the 10th of 
January: 

Resolved, further, That a select committee be ap- 
pointed, to inquire whether the public printing of 
ths House cannot be betier and cheaper done by 
contract than by the existing mode. 

Mr. CRABB then, at the request of the genile- 
raan from Georgia, (Mr. Cooprr,} moved to mcon- 
sider the vo'e by which the resolution of the Senate 
relative to the appcuinimert of Chaplains, was con- 
curred in. 

Mr. COOPER of Georgia said he should not 
have troubled the House on this subject if it had 
not been for the hasty manner in which this ques- 
tion had been gotten up and disposed of. He had 
long determised that, on a proper oceas on, he 
would present his views to the House on this sub- 
ject whch had just carried, and hence it was that 
he had asked a friend to move a reconsideration, 
and he would now briefly state a few points of ob- 
jection, to which he would ask the serious conside- 
ration of the House. He believed the prospective 
interests of the country demanded that this subject 
shou'd be thrown beyond the reach of this House. 
He be'ieved the House had proceeded in this mat- 
ter without just and proper authority. He believed 
that all the objects held in contemplation by 
the resolution for the appoin‘ment of a chaplain, 
from t'me to time, had ia led in practice. He be- 
l eved the effect of the r employment to be evil; he 
believed that this was not the season to enter up n 
such a duty, and that this was not the place for it. 
What w s the proposit on whi h had te-n adopted? 
It was for the appointment of a chap'ain for this 
House. Who is he? Is he an officer of this 
House? By what authority do you appoint him? If 
there was an authority, he wished to be po nted 
to it. By looking to the his'ory of our legis- 
lation, he found that in 1789, and again in 
1816, a resolutien had been passed fixing the com- 
pensation of officers Flere is the only authority. 
Now he cont-nded that the objects of this appoint- 
ment had entirely failed. What is the objec? To 
spread abroad through the memte’s of this House 
a wholesome moral influence. He appealed to 
gentlemen whether it did have this effe.t The 
object was doubtless to spread this beneficial influ- 
ence over this great country. But, acccrding to his 
observation, the reflection of the religious and mo- 
ral pert of the community where he resided were 
against the wholesome, moral effect of this ar- 
po'ntment. Then, as he hid said before, the ob- 
ject of th’s appointment failed. What are the 
effce’s of i? They seemed to ve evil. The moral 
and political effects of this appoiniment, he con- 
tended, must be continually evil. The resolution, 
to be sure, proposed to elect two chaplains of dif- 
ferent denominat ons, but notwithstanding this, he 
objected ta it, because this maser of religions de- 
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nominations should not be agitated in this House. 
It might be true that no difficulty would atise now 
in relation to this matter, but a time might 
come when there would be a difficu'ty. Ten years 
ago there would have been no difficulty in setiling 
the question which has been distracting us 
bere for nearly a month. Now wes the t me, 
therefore, for taking some action on this subject, if 
we wish to avoid all difficulty kereafter. This 
matter of sectarianism might create no difficulty 
fur some time, but a time might come when it 
would. It was not two hundred years since a king 
of England was required to make a formal decla- 
ration of religious tolerance; it was not one hun- 
dred years since am n in this land of liberty dare 
not think religiously as he pleased; and it was 
scarce fifty years ago siice, by the adopt on of our 
Constitution, it was found necessary to declare that 
no religious tests should be required. 

Al history tel's us that this matter was one 
which nev:r fail d to force self on every Govern- 
men’, and to connect it-e'f wiih the organic Go- 
vere ment for the purpose of carrying out its objects. 
But he said this was not the season for such duties. 
In the morning or at eve.ing, if he were asked 
whether we shou'd attend to our closet or private 
devotions, be would say it was becoming and 
ippropriate. In ths hall, at the hour of twelve, 
habitually, we meet to do the daily work of the 
country, as servants of the people. Would the 
hu tandman, after attending to his daily morning 
de -c tins, assemble his laborers egain in the field 
to do and repeat the like service? If this 
was a convention for some g'eat and special 
oc‘asion, such services would be appropriate. 
Tois, he said, is not the place. Is ‘he man of your 
choice, said he, a devout man, f. li of the spirit of 
the gospel? He will lead us to the temp'es of the 
Most Ligh, where in so'emn vi ice he will declare 
to us the being of a God, and the ruths of his reti- 
gion—where he can hear cha:ted the songs of 
Zwn. Does he come to show us the “river of wa- 
ter of life, clear as crystal?’ He will take us to 
the tabernacie of the congregato s, there to spread 
the heavenly chart, in which is shown the course of 
that blessed stream. Does he appear to point us 
to the “lamb of God, that taketh away the sins of 
the world?” He will invite vs to the house of 
God, in which is spiead the table of the Lord, 
bearing the reminiscences of his love. 

But does he come to make merchandise of his 
calling? Here, then, (:f he was not m sinformed,) 
is the place where men in high p'aces meet to 
drive bargains. Here, too, he may have his con- 
tract signed, sealed, and delivered, whereby, fer 
aod on consideration ofac rtain numb:rof prayers, 
sui ably short, a given number of sermons, not too 
song, tinging excep ed, by him, the said chaplain, 
uttered and delivered, we, the members of this 
House, do agree to be and appear in cur seats 
on such occasions, devoutly and in order to listen, 
and after a certain t me to pay h m $500. 

In the execution of this contract, it is remarka- 
ble, that, by usage, this House is not expec'ed to 
perform only that part of their engagement, which 
yequires the payment of the money, being at liberty 
to set, or stand, or walk in, or remain out, and even 
emp ‘oy themselves in writing let‘ers dur.ng morn- 
ing service. 

itis, sir, said Mr. Coorrr, to averi th’s delete- 
110us example, and prevent the insinuation of re- 
ligiovs denominations, by sects, into this House, 
that I urge a reconsideration, that we may not 
exerc Se powers net granted, and may prevent a 
union of Church end State. 

Mr. R. GARLAND was glad this motion had 
been made, as it would give him an opportunity to 
record his vote against the resolution for the ap- 
pointment of a chaplain. He was disposed to 
respect ministers of the Gospel when they conducted 
themteives properly, as any other gentleman, 
although he did not profess or practise religion 
himself; yet he had seen caeak in this hall to 
prevent him from ever supporting a resolution for 
the appointment of a chaplain for this House. 
He had seen the claims of ministers urged upon 
this House upon the ground of the poli- 
tical predilections, and one had been elected 
ppon the sole ground that he was a friend 
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of the President of the United Sta‘es. Men 


coming before the [louse on such pretensioas, | 
threw disgrace upon the country and upon the | 


gospel, and he hoped the House would no longer 
sanction it. There was a regular system of elec- 
tioneering for the office of chaplain, an! the gene- 
ral inquiry was, does he make short prayers—the 
person making the shortest prayers being the 
greatest favorite. Be-ides whire the chaplain was 
making his morning prayers, a large yor ion of 
the members were reading rewspapers, or walking 
about the Hall. In fact, the service was nothing 
more than a so'emn farce, and he trusted the 
House would dispense with the chaplain. 

Mr. WISE said this was the first time since he 
had been in public life that the propriety of ap- 
pointing a man of God, to remind usof our darly duty 
to God, had been que-tioned. Sir, (said Mr. W.) 
I can with truth say that I am among the vilest 
of sinners in this body; I can with truth say that I 
have more personal reasons, if personal reasons 
were to govern me, fur opposing the election of a 
chaplain, than any other gentleman on this floor; 
but, sir, there is no consideration that would make 
me, a representative of the people on this floor, a 
member of a Heuse of Commons in a representative 
Republic, divorce a Republic from the God of 
nations. Let me tell those who are now desirous 
ef divorcing the State from the Church, that they 
cannot diverce a nation from the God of heaven. 
He has more power thar you have to dispense 
with nations as with individuals; and who will pre- 
tend to say that no good may be done by making 
our acknowle’gments here, as it were, with 
the uplifted hands of a nation, that there is a 
good Providence which presides over the des- 
tinies of the nation. If there be any one thing 
more of posed to the existence of a Republic, it is 
infidelity. Infidelity was the handmaid of anarchy 
in France, and he trusted that we would not encou- 
rage it by departing from the example of our fore- 
fathers. Gentlemen had spoken of the unconsti- 
totionality of this appointment, but he would not 
examine into the constitutionality of a question of 
this kind. The situation of chaplain might have 
been, and he believed it had been, filled with hypo- 
crites, but there had been illustrious examples to 
the reverse. He referred, as an example,.to that 


pious and holy gentleman of the Protestant Me- , 


thodist persuasion, Mr. Stockton, and he was also 


referred, by a gentleman near, to the Rev. Mr. | 
These men had been elected without elec- | 
tioneering, and he believed they had done much | 


Reese. 


good. He himself had felt the benefits of this ser- 


vice. He had come into the hall at the hour of | 


meeting, his bosom rankling wt party passions; 
but after hearing the supplications of the man of 


God, he became composed and tranqui!. He | 
woud, therefore, vote for the appointment of a | 


—- now and forever. 


r. NISBET opposed the motion to reconsider. | 
He thought it would be a stain upon the journals | 
if the members of this House, the Representatives | 
of the "greatest nation upon earth, should, at this | 
period of our history, rescind the resolution for the | 


appointment of en individual to perform relizious 


service in this hall. He considered the zrgumeats | 
of a chaplain morc | 
specious than sound; and assured gentlemen that | 
the people of this country not only looked up to | 
usto set a good example in this respect, but re- | 


against the appointment 


quired of us to do this much, for the sake of 
Christianity. Hiscolleague and the gentleman 
from Louisiana, had urged upon us a divorce of 
Church ard State, but he thcught if gentlemen 


would go to New England, and ask cf the descend. | 
ants of the pilgrim fathers what civil libeity in | 


this country owed to the church, they would re- 
ce.ve for answer that it owed every thing to it. 
The pi'grims fled from another country, because 
they were persecuted on account of their religious 
opinicns, and in this country they brought religion 
to aid in the establishment of our liberties. 


That grave ani venerable body which framed | 
our present form of Government, had the benefit of | 


the prayers of the ministers of that day, and Con- 
gress had adopted the practice of electing persons 
to perform religious service, and he hoped we 


would not now take upon ourselves to dispense | 


- - - i 
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withthe services of the clergy. 
improper conduct on the part oftsome of the ¢] 
he considered that to be an insufficient argument.’ 
warrantus in dispensing with their services en; . 
ly. He televed that the religions fee ing of the 
people of this country expeced this much of vs 
and he would never consent to dispense With the 
services of the minis‘er of God in this hall, : 

Mr. SLADE said his constituents felt a ve 
deep interest in this subjec’, and he trusteq the 
House would no! cispense with the services of g 
chaplain. He cesired most heartily to ‘hank the 
gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. Wiss,] in his own 
name, and in the name of his Constitilen's, for thy 
speech which he had made on this occasion, [| Was 
tLe more gratifyingto him, because, from Whit he 
knew of the genileman,he knew that that spece) hij 
been forced from him by the convictions which his 
religious edacat on had implan'e! in his bosom 
and which he fe!t assured perva kd the great mac 
of the gentleman’s consiituents. We receive oy; 
first impression; on ie'igi us subjects, toa eo. 5. 
derable exient, from ministers of the gospel, anj 
why should there be the slightest objection raise 
to having one perform services in this hall; and be 
held that there was not the slighest danger to ty 
apprehended ofa union of Church and State fiom 
this course. 

Mr. CRABB said he cou!d not have an icipaiel 
when he made his motion, that it would give rive 
to so much discussion; but had he foreseen its ef. 
fects, it would have been an additional motive wih 
him for submitting bis motion. The resolution 
had passed as a mere form; and there wes no ex. 
pression of opinion with regard to it by any of the 
members prcsent. If there was a majority in the 
Honse opposeil to the resolution, he wished then 
to have an opporiunity of recording t’eir names 
against it; if, on the con!rary, there wasa majority 
in its favor, he wished that majer.ty to be clearly 
shown. His moti n, therefcre, had had the effec; 
of calling the attention of the House to the subject, 
as weil as of bringing out the opiaions of the men- 
bers inrcgard to it. He was one of those op. 
posed to the appointments cf chaplaies for 
that body. He thought that they had no right 
to appropria‘e the public money to any objec; 
and that if they had religious services perfo.ma| 
in that House, it ought to be performed by mea 
who did not claim a reward for it. He would 
veuture to assert that there were men in this city 
who would be willing to act as chaplains for the 
House without money and without price; and, by 
accepting the services of such per-oas, they would 
have clergymen officiating there from a pure spirit 
of Christianity, and not for the sake of the salary, 
and who would seek the employment without being 
influenced by party. 

Mr. C. said that, 2s the subject had been sufi- 
ciently discussed, he would withdraw his motion, 
un'ess some other gentleman wished to address the 
House on it. 

Mr. CCOPER requested the gentleman frm 
Alatama to suspead the withdrawal of his mcticn 
fora moment. He had but one word more to say 
in explanation of his views, as he perceived thal 
many genilemen, on different sides of the House, 
did not appreciate the motives by which he was 
governed. It was very far from him to aticm)!, 
by any act of his, ether in his mdividual capacity, 
or as a Representative from the State of Georg'a, 
to divorce this House from the God of Nature, of 
the Ged of Revelation. That same God whom you 
and I ad ire—that God whom I would have pe 
sented ia ail his living atributes, and wh mI 
wou'd have imploted for the preservation of out 
liberties. and the darabiliy of our ins iu ions— 
that Gol whom our forefathers worshipped, 's 
He, the object of our reverence. But my c:l eague 
would have it that | would drive the minis ers 
of the Gospel from this hall, and strive a blow & 
our holy religion; at that religion which I woud 
have announced on this floor, and in this House, 
on ali suitable oceasions. Bat, Mr. Speaker, | 
believe that there are difficulties in our way which 
I trast in God I may overrate, bat which we 
ought not to overlook. I do not prepose to divorce 
this Heuse from the spirit of religion, nor yet from 
its forms; but my object is, that forms may not be 
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set up instead of the substance. — ~ aoe of 
te sudstance of religion, and an abuse of its forms, 
which caused that infidelity, of which gentlemen had 
spoken, to spread over all France in the time of the 
Revolution; and it will become gentlemen to remem- 
ber this Jesson, and to beware lest they injure the 
caase of religion by adhering to its forms only. In 
addition to the allusion of his friend from Georgia, 
Mr. Cooper said he would ask gen'lemen to put 
their hands on the au hority by which they would 
uke the money of their constituents and pay it 
ovectoa chaplain, when many, here represenie, 
believed that it was not right to pay a man for 
dsoensing the word of God. Tell me (said Mr. 
C.) where is your is your authority for apppro- 
opriating the money of the people in this way; 
and when you do, (said Mr.C.) I will take my 
seat until the peopte of this couatry shall think 
peiter of it,and take the power away. Believing ashe 
did that such power would be dangerous, he would be 
the first man to persuade the people to take it away, 
and thus sever all connection between Church 
and Siate. The very fact teat gentlemen, in favor 
of the resolution, had a!laded to, that the first Con- 
gress of the Un ted States emp!oyed chaplains, 
taken in connection with the fact that they inserted 
aprovision in the Coustitution, by which no mo- 
ney cen be taken froim the ‘Treasury, without au- 
thority of law, spoke volumes against this resolu- 
tion. 
“Mr. CRAIG observel that the gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Cooper] had taken the g.ound that 
they had no authority, under the Constitution, to 
take the p2op'e’s money and pay it to a chaplain. 
Ladmit, said Mr. C. that we have no exprcss au- 
thority'in the Constitution to pay a chaplain, as 
such; butif the gentlemen will tell me by what au- 
thority we can take the people’s money, and pay it 
to our Clerk, Sergeant-at-arms, and Woorkeepers, 
I will show him as good authority for paying a 
chaplain, The Constitution gives to this House the 
power to appoint its Speaker and other officers. 
Now, in the authority here given, the Speaker is 
the only officer named, leaving to the House to say 
what other officers are necessary; and therefore the 
Hoase can as well crea'e the office of chaplain, as 
that of Clerk or Sergeant-at-Arms. If gentlemen 
would look back to tthe proceedings of the old 
Congress, they would find that the chaplain 
was thea considered an officer of the body. So, 
also, our forefathers appointed chaplains as officers 
ia their army and navy; thus showing that in their 
legislative, as weil as military proceedings, they 
did nothing without asking a blessing from Him 
alone who can dispense blessings worth askiog for. 
Mr. C. replied to the arguments of Mr. GarLanp, 
that, during Divine service in the morning, mem- 
bers were inattentive, engaged in reading newspa- 
pers and in writing letters, and that but few of 
them attended to the service. But (said he) do not 
gentlemen see that these arguments would go to 
close the doors of every church? If there was dis- 
orderly conduct, want of atientios, and a disincli- 
nation for re igious exercises on the part of mem- 
bers, their pious chaplain would tell them that this 
was the strengest reason why he should conti- 
hue his exhortations. Mr. C. in conc!usion, said 
he knew not whether any clergyman had ever 
sougat and obtained the chaplaincy of the House 
from interested motives; but he conid safely say 
that such was not the case with Mr. Reese, the 
late chaplain. After highly en'ogizing Mr. Reese 
asapious and sound divine, Mr. C. said that, so 
fat from his having teen contaminated by the office 


conf-ired on him, they found him at the close of: 


the session the same mild, humble, and zealous 
Chistian that be was at the commenc ement. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND said that it was very 
cay, upon a que.tion like this, to pieach a sermoa 
(0 rouse the feelings of the country; buat he would 
remark, that upon the question of the usefulness 
of seligion, or the divinity of the Christian reli- 
gion, he would not yield to the gentleman from 
Georgia, or the gentleman from V.rginia, (Messrs. 
Cooper and Wiss.) This last question, however, 
did not enter into their consideration at all. If it 
did, much might be said of that religon, which 
attempted to establish an office thus pro- 
vided for in the resolution. The condition 
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of revolutionary France, and the infidelity” that 
Cverspread it, had been alluded to, but he would 
ask if there was not good reason to believe that 
that infidelity took its rise from the abus’s ander 
the forms of religion that prevailed long pr.or to 
that period. He, however, was not opposing re- 
ligion, or even its forms, in opposing the adoption 
of the resolution. He did not object to com- 
mencing their daily proceed.ngs with religious ex- 
ercises, but he did object to a man coming there, 
seeking the office of chaplain on political grounds, 
and pleading ta the religious sympathies of the 
country to sustain him. We have had (.aid Mr. 
G.) good men standing in that desk, and no doubt 
sme bad ones; but he doub’ed if their services had 
ever resulted in producing any good effect. If we 
are alight, set ona hill, as the gentleman from Ver- 
mont says, to set an example to the Scountry, we 
seta very bad example. Gentlemen stand here 
under the pretence of hearing prayers, and read 
newspapers, or take their seats and write le ters 
wh le prayer is go'ng on; and indeed it is seldom 
that more than thity or forty members are ob- 
served in their seats. Was that the kind of exam- 
ple that is ta be set, and that isto go for-h to the 
coun'ry? In deciding upon the proposition before 
them, it was not ter them to say, whether the 
Christian re'izgien was useful or not, but whether 
the office of chaplain was necessary; and if he 
cou!d show that hypocrisy had been made use of 
to pnt money in the pockets of political partisans, 
uner the pretence of religion, he would show good 
cause for dispsnsing with the office. Mr. G. eon- 
cluded by expressing the hope that the gentleman 
from Alabama wou'd not withdraw his motion, but 
would give him an opportunity of recording his 
vote against the resolution, 

Mr. HOPKINS hee called for the previous 
question; and the House having seconded the cali, 
the maia question on reconsidering the vote adopt- 
ing the joint reso'u ion of the Sena’e, was put and 
decided in the nezative—ye:s 12, nays 168. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved that fifteen thou- 
sand copies of the Presicent’s Message, and five 
thousand copies of the accompanying documeats, 
be printed for the use of the House. 

Mr. STANLY then moved that the Hovse do 
now adjoura; which motion was lost—ayes 63, 
nces 79. 

Mr. C. JOHNSON then renewed his motion, 

The SPEAKER suggested that there wasa re- 


| solution to print the message and documents that 


had been laid on the table on Tuesday, and that a 


| motion would be necessary to take up that resolu- 
| tion. 


Mr. CAVE JOHNSON then moved to take it 


| up, and called for 'he previous question; when 


Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS moved an ad- 


| journment; but the yeas and nays being called for 


on the motion, 
Mr. WILLIAMS withdrew it. 
The question on seconding the previous ques. 


| tion was then put and carried, Messrs. Crass and 
| Bynum tellers—ayes 101, nors not counted. 


The question was thea takea “Shall the main 
question be now put?” and carried—yeas 109, nays 


| 49. 


The main question was then taken on printing 


| 20,000 c: pies of the me-sage and 5,000 of the ac- 


companying dccuments, and carried—yeas 120, 


| nays 54. 


Mr. JAMESON here rose and submitted a re- 


| soluion. 


Mr. WADDY THOMPSON, who voted with 
the majority, move a reconsideration of the vite 


| ju-t taken on printing the message of the Pre i- 
deat, and accompanied the motion with some Ie- 


marks. 

Mr. JAMESON rose to point of order. He had 
risen before the gentleman from South Carol.na, and 
was announced by the Cuatr as being entitled to 
the floor. He hsd also snt his resolution to the 
Clerk’s table; but before it cou'd be read, he was 
interrupied by the gentleman from South Carolina. 
He contended, therefore, that his motion had pre- 
cedence over that of the gentleman from South Car- 
Carolina. 

Mr. THOMPSON called the gentleman from 
Mi souri to order. 
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The SPEAKER said that the geat'eman irom 
Missouri was first entitled to the floor, and had 
submitted his resolution, and that no gentleman had 
a right to interrupt bim in it; but the motion of the 
geatleman from South Carolina being a privileged 
motion, it had precedence over that of the geutle- 
man from Missouri. 

Mr. JAMESON referred to a decision given 
the other day by the Speaker, in the crse of a 
privileged motion made by a gentleman from Ala- 
bama, [Mr. Cuapman,] with which the decision 
just made confi:cted. Heasked that he mi:ht have 
the benefit of the decision given the other day. 

Mr. WADDY THOMPSON then moved an ad- 
journment; and Messrs. Montcomery and James 
GaRvanp being appointed tellers, the questien was 
taken and decided in the affirmative—ayes 91, 
noes not counted; so 

The House adjourned until Monday next. 


IN SENATE, 
Monpay, December 29, 1839. 

The CHAIR laid before the Senate a commun'- 
cation from the Secretary of the Senate in relation to 
the expenditure «f the contingent fund; which was 
laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of State in com- 
pliance with a resolution of the Senate of Decem- 
ber 19, 1838, directing him to report the nature 
andextent of the restrictions imporel upon the 
commerce of the United States by foreiga nitions; 
wh.ch was referred to the Committee on Finance. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting a report of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, of the operations of that bu- 
reau for the year 1839; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, and one thousand 
extra copies ordered to be printed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of War in te- 
lation to the expenditure of the contingent fund ot 
that Department, and the bureaus thereto attached; 
which was referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs, and ordered to be prin'ed. 

Also, a report from the Secretary of the Navy, 
in relauon to the expendiure of the contingent 
fund in that Department; which was referred tothe 
Committee on Naval Affairs, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. WALKER presented a petition of a num- 
ber of citizens of Mississippi, praying the establizh- 
ment of a mail route from Greensborough, Alaba- 
ma, to Jackson, Mississippi; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Po-t Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the petition of Betsy 
Vial, widow of John Vial, praying for a pens on; 
which was referred to the Commitee on Pensions. 

Mr. LINN presented a memorial of the Legis- 
lature of Missouri, asking for an extension of the 
pre-emption laws. 

Also, a memorial from the same body, request- 
ing an appropriation of a grantcf land to aid in 
the erection of an asylum for the deaf and dumb. 

Also, a memorial from the same body, request- 
ing the sale of certain unsold lands. 

Also, a memorial of the same body, on the sub- 
ject of patents; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

Mr. LINN also presented a series of resolutions 
of the Legislature of Missour:, in favor of com- 
p'eting the national road to Jefferson city, Mis- 
souri; which was referred to the Committee on 
Roads aud Canals. 

Mr. L. also presented the petition of Wilson P. 
Huat; which was referred to the Committee on 
Private Land Claims. 

Oa motion of Mr. CALHOUN, the papers on 
file in the case of Mrs. Frances More were refezred 
to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented the petition of Fran- 
cis Martin; which was refeired to the Commitiee 
on Naval Affairs. 

A!so, the petition of Charles G. Livermore; 
which was referred to the Commitiee on Manu- 
factures. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of Josias 
Stargis and officers and seamen of the revenue ser- 
vice, asking for the extension of ihe peasion system 
tw that branch of the service; which was referred to 





the Committee on Commerce. 
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Also, the memorial of Aaron Vail; which was re- 


ferred to the Commitiee on Commerce. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN presented the memorial of 
a number of the citizens of Paducah, McCracken 
epunty, Ky. praying that Francis A. Harrivon may 
be secured from loss occasioued by the destruction 
of the post office by fire; which was referred to the 

Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. SOUTHARD presented the pettion of 
Jacob Carver; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Private Land Cla'ms. 

Also, the memorial of R: gnell Coats; which was 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affrirs. 

Also, the petition of G. F. L. Weed, widow of 
Major Weed of the Marine Corp:; which was te- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. BUCHANAN presented the memorial of 
a number of citizens of Pennsylvania, praying 
for a reduction of the rates of postaze; which was 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. 

Mr. MOUTON presented the memorial of the 
heirs of Thomas Powers; which was referred to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petition of Richard 
Harris; which was referrcd to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Also, the memorial of fie Franklin Fire Ccm- 
pany of Alexandria; which was referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia. 

Also, the memorial of George Taylor; which was 
referred to the Committee cn Commerce. 

On motion by Mr. R. the papers on file in rela- 
tion to the claim of John Ramisey, were referred to 
the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Thomas 
D. Morrison; which was referred to the Committee 
on Pensions. 

Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of John 
Paul; which was referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the papers relating to 
the claim of Samuel! H. Thompson, was referred to 
the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. K. gave notice that to-morrow he would ask 
leave to bring in a bill for the relief of John K. 
Jacocke. 

Mr. SOUTHARD gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to bring in a bill regulating the 
pay of masters in the navy. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, the papers in rela- 
tion to the claim of David Taylor, were referred to 
the Committee cn Claims. 

On motion by Mr. KING, the papers'in rela- 
tion to the claim of A. G. King and Heury Lucas 
were withdrawn from the fi'es of the Senate. 

Mr. MERRICK gave notice that on to-morrow 
he would ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 
of James J. Mackall. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, agreeable to notice, 
asked and obtained leave to intreduce the follow- 
ing bills: 

A bill for the benefit of the Selma and Tennessee 
Railroad Company; 

A bill for the benefit of the Gainesville and Nar- 
keeta Railroad Company; and 

A bill for the relief of the Alabama, Florida, 
and Georgia Railroad Company; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, a bill for the discontinuance of the office 
of Surveyor General in the several districts, so 
soon as the surveys therein can be completed, for 
abolishing land offices under certain circumstances, 
and to abolish the office o! Solicitor of the General 
Land Office; and 

A bill to relinquish a certain reversionary inte- 
rest of the United States to a tract of land in the 
State of Alabama; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Public Lands. 

Also, a bill granting the right of way through 
the public lands to the States or incorporated com- 
panies eogaged in the cons'ruction of roads and 
cana's; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, 

Also, a bill for the relief of the assignees of 
Louis Baron de Ferrier; which was read twice, and 
relerred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary, 
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Mr. LINN, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill for the reiief of 
Gen. Mathew Arbuckle; which was read twice and 
referred to the Committee on Private Land 
Claims. 

Mr. PRENTISS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce the following bills: 

A bill to revive and continue in force an act 
granting relief to those disabled by known wounds 
in the Revolutionary war; and 

A bill for the relief of John McCloud; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. SEVIER, in pursuanee of notice, asked and 
obtained leave to introduce a bill making appro- 
priations for the removal of the raft in Red river; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. BUCHANAN, in fursuance of notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill for the 
relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker; which was read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on the Pust 
Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. WILLIAMS, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained leave to inuoduce a bill to repeal 
certain acts in relation tonavy pensions, and mak- 
ing further provision in relation thereto; 

Also, a bill to regulate the pay of masters in the 
navy; 

Which were read twice, and referred to the 


|; Committee 01 Naval Affair:. 


Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtained Jeave to introduce the following bill: 

A bill for the relief of J. aad W. Beeson and 
others; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Mr. N. also, on leave, introduced the following 
bills: 

A bill granting to the county of Kalamazoo, in 


| the State of Michigan, the right of pre-emption to 


a quarter section of land, and for other purposes; 

A bill to amesd an act confirming ceriain land 
claims in the State of Michizan; and 

A bill granting ‘o certain p2rons therein named 
the right of pre emption to a fraction of a section 
of land in Ottoway, in the Sta‘e of Michigan. 

Which were severally read twice, and referred to 
the Committee on Pablic Lands. 

Mr. STRANGE, agreeably to notice, asked and 
o*tained leave to introduce a bill for the relief of 


| Wiliam McKeever; whith was read twice, and re- 


ferred to the Commutee on Peasions. 
Mr. SPENCE, on leave, and in pursuance of 
previous notice, asked and obtained leave to intro- 


| duce a bill for the relief of Irvine Shubrick; which 


was read twice, and referred to the Committee on 


| Naval Aaffairs, 


Mr. HUBBARD, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtained kave to introduce the 
following bills: 

A bill for the relief of Philip Wiedman; 

A bill for the relief the legal representatives of 


| of John J. Bulow, jr; 


A bill for the relief of Ma'achi Hagan; 

A b Il for the relief of Joseph Hernandez; and 

A bill for the re’ief of individuals who have sus- 
tained damage by Indian wars since 1830; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
to the Committee on Claims, 

Mr. TAPPAN, agreeably to notice, introduced 
the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Ripresenta- 
tives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, (two-thirds of both Houses concurring 
therein,) That the following article be proposed to 
the Legis!atures of the several States as an amend- 
ment to the Constitntion of the United States; 
which, whetl ratified by the Legislatures of three- 
fourths of the said States, shall te valid as a part 
of the said Constitu'ion, to wit: 

The judges of the Supreme and inferior courts 
shall hold their offices for the term of seven years, 
if so long they shall behave themselves well. And 
the commiss ons of all judges of said courts who 
may be in office at the time of the adoption of 
this amendment shall expire as follows: those who 
shall have been in ¢ffice twenty years shall expire 
in one year; those who have been in cflice ten 
years shall expire in three years; and the oom- 





missions of all who have not been in o 
years shall expire in seven years. 

The resolution was read twice, and ordered to |, 
printed. 

Mr. DAVIS, from the Committe on Commer, 
to which was referred the bill to remit such dation 
and to cancel such bonds, as have been required of 
persons engaged in the whale fishery, to restrain ai 
fu'ure exactions of daties of such vessels and their 
cargoes, reported the same without amendmen, 

Mr. NORVELL, from the- Committee on Com. 
merce, t» which had been referred a joint resoly. 
tion authorizing the President to cause certain sy. 
veys to be made, repoited the same without amend. 
ment, and recommended its passage. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance 
to which had been referred a bill for the relief of 
Wiliam H. Robertson, Samue! H. Garrow, and J 
W. Simonton; and ; 

A bill for the relief of William A. Whiteheas 
late collector of the customs at the port of Key 
West; J 

Reported the same withont amendment, and re. 
commended their passage. 

Mr. MERRICK submit'ed the following reso}y. 
tion, which was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be communicated to the 
Senate a statement, showing, in a condensed form 
the amount drawn from the Treasury in each year 
of the five years immediately preceding the com. 
mencement of the present session of Congress, jn 
consequence of special lezislation by Congres 
upon private claims. ~ 

The following resolution, submitted same days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed te: 

Resolved, That the President of the United Siates 
be requested to communicate to the Senate copies 
of the records, and of all the proceedings of the 
Court of Inquiry, and also of the Court Martia| 
lately held at St. Louis, on Lieutenaut Colonel 
Bran‘; also, the copy of his resignation; and, also, 
of all the papers connected therewith. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to report to the Senate as follows: 

1. The articles of foreign import, which, being 
manufactured into a different article in the United 
States, are allowed a drawback of duty on being 
exported; with the quantities and values of such 
imports and exports, and the amounts of duties 1e- 
ceived, and drawback paid on the same, from the 
year 1833, inclusive, te the end of the fiscal year of 
1839. 

2. The amount of drawback which would have 
been payable on such exportations, if the act of 
March 3, 1839, for the reduction of duties, com- 
monly called the Compromise act, had provided for 
a reduction of drawback in proportion to the peri- 
odical reduction of duty. 

3. The probable quantities and values of such 
imports and exports, and the amounts of dulies 
receivable, and of drawbacks payable thereon, 
fron the year 1840, inclusive of that year, tothe 
consummation of the Compromise act, in 1842, 
and forone year thereafter; provided the said act 
remains as it is. 

4. The same quantities, values, and duties for 
the same time, with the annual amounts of draw- 
back, which would be payable if the drawback un- 
derwent reductions proportionately with the It 
ductions of duty. 

5. A table of recapitulation and comparison, 
showing the annual difference, and the aggrega'e 
difference between the amounts of drawback paid 
and payable under said act, from 1833 inclusive \ 
1842, and one year thereafter, if the act remains 4S 
it is, and the amounts that would have been paid 
and should become payable hereafter, if the draw- 
backs had been subject to reduction in proportion 
to the redaction of duties from the date of the act. 

Toe following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. Benton, was considered and agreed 
to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to the Senate, so far 
as it may be inthe power of the Treasury Depatt- 
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ain the information, the names of all 
banks in the United States which may have 
enped specie payments curing the suspension of 
opped spec hich did not stop; noting those 
339; also of those whic SLOP; 8 
hich may have recommenced payments; the 
hole divided into classes by States and Territories, 
nd the District of Columbia. 
Also, that he cause to be communicated to the 
s-nate the names of all banks, ifany, which have 
fused to pay the Government demands, Post Office 
Frclusive, In specie, when demanded; with ali the 
rewinstances of such failure, and the correspond- 
Sence to which it led. 
F Also, to inform the Senate whether any of the 
Departments have information, or have reason to 
telieve, that any of the Government creditors have 
deen paid in depreciated currency, since the general 
yesumption of 1838. : ; 
The following resolution, submitted by Mr. 
‘Benton some days since, was taken up for consi- 
tion: 
iad. That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
‘directed to c mmunicate to the Senate all the in- 
“formation which may bein his power or possession 
relative to the imposition of tolls and the annual 
amounts collected, on all sorts of vessels, empty, 
‘ight, or heavily laden, on the Louisville and Port- 
Vand canal, from the opening of the same to the 
present time; and the general expenses aitending 
‘the Canal. Also, the annual amount of dividends 
“belonging to the United States. Also, the number 
of shares held in said canal stock by the United 
States, and the amount paid upon them. Also, 
the number of vessels of all kinds which have 
assed the said canal annually since it was opened. 
Also, whtiher the said canal is completely finished 
"and pat into a condition to pass vessels through in 
| the shortest time practicable. 
| Resolved, That the Secreta'y of the Treasury be 
directed to address proper queries to the surveyor 
_ of the port at Louisville, and a'so at St. Louis, to 
_ be answered by themselves, and also to be commu- 
_nicated to the steamboat captains gensrally, in re- 
‘lation to the effect of the toils on the said canal, 
and the amount thereof on their respective vesse!s 
for each time they pass through, and the aggregate 
amount for the season, or a year; and the compa- 
rative amount of the tolls paid to the canal, and the 
profits cleared by the boat; with an estimate of the 
amount of tolls which a regular trader of a given 
tonnage, between St. Louis and Louisvil'e, and be- 
tween New Oileans and Louisville, would pay in 
the number of years that snch steamer would iast, 
suppcsing her to continue in the same trade as long 
as fit for service; also, a comparative estimate of 
such aggregate tolls, with the original cost of the 
vesel; and a further comparative estimate of such 
tolls, with the utjer expenses incident to the run- 
nng of the steamboat. 

Mr. SMITH of Indiana proposed the following 

amendment: 
“And also the capacity of said canal at this 
lime 10 admit, w.thout delay, the commerce of the 
river that must necessarily p3ss through the same; 
and whether one canal at that point, of any given 
capac ty, containing the necessary locks to over- 
come the falls, would be sufficient to pass without 
delay the commerce ascending ani de:cending the 
iver, for future year-; and also whether, in order 
‘0 afford full and entire facilities in overcoming 
the fa'ls of the Ohio, so as to pass the commerce of 
the river, a canal on the Indiana side of the falls, 
of suffic ent capacity to pass boats of the largest 
class, in addition to the canal oa the Kentucky 
ude, is not, or will not in a few years become, 
in 'ispensab'y necessary, taking into consideration 
the probable increase of the commerce; and that 
‘ e Sectetary of the Treasury be directed to report 
o the Senate the result of his inquiries, at the ear- 
let day practicable.” 

Which being accepted by Mr. BENTON, after 
Some remarks from Messrs. CRITTENDEN, 
SMITH, and BENTON, the resolution, as 
amended, was adcp ed. 

. *he lollowing resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: 

& , That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
fected to report to the Senate as follows: 


at to obt 
































1. A table of the import and export of gold bul- 
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lion, with the excess of cach, annually, from the 
commencement of the Federal Government, or as 
far back as the returns in the Treasury Department 
will enable the table to be made up. 

2. A like table of gold coin. 

3. A like table of silver bullion. 

4. A like table of silver coin. 

5. A table of recapitulation, showing the total 


annual imports and exports of coin and bullion in | 


one column,and the excesses in two other columns, 
for the same length of time. 

6. A detailed statement of the weekly exporta- 
tions of coin and bullion for the year 1839, show- 
ing the names and residences of the exporters, and 
t reir c nsignees in foreign c untrics 

7. A detailed table of exports and imports of 
coin and bullion of the United States for the year 
1839. 

8. A table of the annual coinage of gold and 
silver at the Mint of the United States and the 
Branch Mints, from the time they were respectively 
established. 

9. A table of the annual product of the gold 
mines of the United States from the time of their 
discovery. 

The whole of said tables made up to the end of 
the year 1839. 

Tae following resolution, submitted some 
days since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to cause to be commnaicated to the 
Senate all the information which the War Office 
contains, or can conveniently procure, of the mas- 
sacres of individuals, of families, of small pariies, 
and of shipwrecked crews or passengers, which 
have taken place in Florida during the present 
hostilities, and including those which took place 
before the war became open on the part of the In- 
dians; noting, s» far as it can beconveniently done, 
how far families have been broken up, aud driven 
from their homes, their houses burat, and their 
fields and property destroyed. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agrecd to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to send to the Senate all the informa- 
tion in his possession relating to the southern 
boundary line of the Territory of Iowa. 

The foliowing resolution, submit ed some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was conside.ed and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to communicate to the Senate such infor- 
mation ashas been received at the Treasury De- 
partmeni from consuls and secretaries of legation 
respecting the fiscal regulations in force in foreign 
countries, and not contained in his commuaication 
to the Senate of the da'e of January 21, 1839. 

The following resolution submitted some days 
since by Mr. LINN, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 


be requested to cause to be communicated to the | 


Senate any information in the Departmeat of 
State, or any other Department, relative to the dis- 


puted bounda:y between the State of Missouri and | 


the Territ ry of Iowa, and which has not been 
her.tofore communicated to the House of Repre- 
sentatives; and also to communicate copies of any 
proclamations of the Governor of Missouri and the 
Governor of the Territory of Iowa in relation to 
said disputed boundary, and the orders, if any, for 


ca'ling out, or holding the militia in read:ness to | 


act in relati-nto the same; and also any further 
information on the subject which it may be in the 
power of the Departments to give. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. LINN, was taken up for conside- 
ration: 

Resolved, That it is the opinion of the Senate 
that the title of the United States to the Territory 
of Oregon is indisputable, end never will be aban- 
doned. 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to give notice to the British Govern- 
ment that the conventions of 1818, and 1827, which 
give the right to use and occupy the Oregon Ter- 
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such notification. 

Resolved, That it is both expedient and proper to 
exiead such portions of the laws of the United States 
over the Territory ef Oregon, as may be necessary 
to secure the lives, liherty, and property of our citi- 
zens who may reside in said Territory. 

Resolved, That itis expedient to raise an addi- 
tional regiment of infantry, (rifles,) for the pur- 
pose of overawing and keeping in check variots 
Indian tribes, or any foreign forces, who may be 
in said Territory, or on its borders; and at the same 
time to give ample protectiun to our citizens en- 
gaged in legitimate occupations. 

Resolved, That six hundred and forty acres of 
land should be granted to every white male inhabi- 
tant of said Territory of the age of eighteen years, 
who shall cultivate and use the same five consecu- 
tive years, and to his heirs at lawin the event of 
his death. 

On motion of Mr. LINN, the resolations were 
referred to a se'ect committee of five, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. WILLIAMS, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 
ing the number of copies of the laws of Congress 
printed for the several States and Territories under 
the act of 20th April, 1818. 

The following resolution, sabmitted some days 
since by Mr. LUMPKIN, was considered and 
agreed to, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail stage route from 
Clarksville, Habersham county, Ga. to Asheville, 
N. C. via the town of Clayton, in Rabun county, 
Ga. and the town of Franklin, in Macon county, 
N.C. And also a weekly mail route, to be carried 
on horseback, from the town of Lafayette, in Wa!- 
ker county, to the town of Salem, Dade county, in 
the State of Georgia. 

The following resylution, submitted some days 
siuce by Mr. CLAY of Aiabama, was considered 
and agree to: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
compensation to Abel Pennington, of Captain A. 
Byram’s company of North Alabama volunteers, 
servingin Fiorida, for ahor:e, shot by order of 
the commanding officer in January, 1838. 

The following re o!ution, subwmitted some days 
since by Mr. PIERCE, was taken up for conside- 
ration: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Affairs 
be instructed to report, as soon as may be conve- 
nient, a bill for the equalization of the pay of the 
officers of the line and the staff of the army. 

Mr. P. said he was in expectation of shortly 
receiving some information from the Department 
in relation to this subject, and asked that it be 
pas ed over for the present; which was agreed to. 

The following reso'ution, submitted some days 
since by Mr, SMITH of Indiana, was taken up for 
considerat en and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee en Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the eapediency 
of making an appropriation to con’inue the eon- 
struction of the Cumberlaad road in the Siates of 
Obio, Indiana, and Illincis, t'.e ensuing year; and 
that sgid committee also inquire into the expediency 
of appropriating a sum of money sufficient to com- 
plete said road to Jefferson city, Missouri, to be 


, paid over to the several States, within whose limits 


the road is to be constructed, in annual instal- 
ments, as the same may be required to insure an 
economical], energetic, and speedy completion of 
the work: Provided, The States will agree to ac- 
cept the appropriation, and apply it to the object 
i .tended, and discharge the General Government 
from any further appropriations: 4nd provided, also, 
That the States have authority to lay and collect 
toll on said road, sufficient to keep it mn repair after 
its construction; and shall allow the arms and 
munitions of war of the General Government to 
pass on the same toll free. 
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The fotlowing resolution, offered by Mr. Benton 
on Fr'day last, was considered and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requesied to cause the propet inquities to be 
made of all disbursing officers and agents, and all 
contractors, (ihe Post Office Department inc'u- 
sive,) to ascertain from them whether they have 
sold or exchanged Government dralis or other “Go- 
vernment funds, or their own” dra‘ts on the Go- 
vernment, during the years 1838 and 1839, tor 
paper money of the following de:eriptions: 

1. Bank notes of the late Bank of the United 
States, and especially notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

2. Bank no‘es of the present Bank of the United 
States, and especially notes of a less denomination 
than twenty dollars. 

3. Post notes of the present Pank of the United 
States, and especially any of such noies of a kss 
denomination than one hundred dollars; also, of a 
less denomination than twenty dollars, and which 
had been made payable at more than sixty days 
afier date, or which were not due, or which had 
been altered by the pen; and if so, that they report 
the times and places of such sales er exchanges, 
and with whom made, and the amounts so sold or 
exchanged. 

Also, that the President communicate to the Sc- 
nate the name of any disbursing oflicer, agent, or 
contractor, who shall fail to answer the foregoing 
inguiries in areasonable time. Also, that he com- 
municate a list of such Treasury or Post Office 
drafis in favor of disbursing officers, agents, and 
contractors, for the years 1838 and 1839, as shall 
appear to have been sold, with the names of the 
endorsers, and to whom paid; that the Secretary 
of the Treasury cause inquiries to be made of the 
deposite banks, since the general resumption of 
specie payments in 1838, whether the Government 
drafts which have been sold by ai-bursing officers, 
agent, and contractors, have been usually paid in 
specie; and if so, all the particulars as to the seve- 
ral sums and total amounts paid, and to whom 
paid, and where, as neatly as can be stated. 

On submitting the above resolution, Mr. BEN- 
TON said that it implied so much, and such grave 
censure, that he felt himself bound to show that he 
was not proceeding gratuitously, and without infor- 
mation, but that he was in possession of facts 
which justified the movement. He said that he 
had received information of every kind which the 
resolutions supposed to exist, and even that im- 
mens? sums had been drawn in specie from the de- 
pusite banks by the Bank of the United States, since 
she stopped payment. He mentioned one instance 
of this kind, in which the Bank of Missouri paid 
ninety thousand dollars in specie toa Bank of the 
United States agent for a Treasury draft, which 
issued the day before the Bank of the United 
Siates stopped paymen!, and was sold to her agent 
for her notes, which notes were disbursed on ac- 
count of the United States, while the specie drawn 
from the Missouri Bavk was shipped to Philadet- 
phia, and probably thence to Europe. Mr. B. 
then read the following letter, as a specimen of the 
information he possessed: 


Memorandum of matters relating to the circulation of || 


United States Bank notes, which came under my own 
observation, while acting as disbursing agent of the 
Governnient in the Cherokee country. 

Sometime in the spring of the year 1838, iwo 
gentlemen arrived at the Cheroke2 Agency, (one 
of whose names, I think, was Roberts, the other's 
not remembered,) to whom I was_ introduced. 
They were said to be agents of the Un'ted States 
Bank, whose business appeared to b> to exchange 
the notes of that Bank tor Trezsury crafts, or 
drafts from the paymas ers and disbursing agents 
on the Government. They did make exchanges 
to a considerable extent, but to what amount I 
cannot say. They had, 1 unde’stood, 1n their po:- 
session, a large amount o! the notes of the Bank, 
and that they, after leaving the agency, went to 
Little Rock, A:kansas, on business of as mile: 
character. One of the contractors (now in Wash- 
ington) for furnishing subsistence to the em‘grant 
Indians west, yesterday told me that an agent of 
the United States Bank had been at Little Reck, 
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and that he, together with his partners, negotiated 
a loan with him for $150,000, payable in six 
months, which, he added, would soon be due.* 

In the swimmer of the same year, I was ealled up- 
on by Maj. Cas. J, Nourse, of this city, to know if 
Lhad any Treasury drafts that I wished céshed, 
stating that he hid old notes of the Bank of the 
Unit-d States that he would give m2 in eschange. 
I rep.ied, that I had some drafts on New York and 
oher places, which, if he wou'd give me notes of 
the United Slates Bank of Pennsylvania, I would en- 
ter into the arrangement, but that otherwise I 
would mot, as I conceived the issue of these notes 
wrong, and con'rary to law, and wou'd not make 
myself an accessory to the wronz by c reulating 
them. He otserved that the cther agests had 
made no objection to receiving them, and strongly 
urged my taking them likewise. Findng that l 
was not to be paisu ded, we fina'ly made an ex- 
change, he giving me the notes of the Pennsyivania 
Bank. ‘Lhe old notes were generally of small deno- 
minations—tens, twenties; the new notes were 
most'y of like sams, with some fifties and hun- 
dreds, The twentes and hundreds of the new 
issue appearel to have been s'ruck off for po-t 
notes, made payable to order, wih the word “or- 
der” erased, and ‘John Ross or bearer” inserted. ‘To 
all appearances, Mr. Nourse had a large amount 
with him; I thiak he said, of both kinds, scmething 
like a half a milllon of dollars. He alsosad he 
thought he should goto Arkansas, to endeavor to 
make exchanges there. 

Washington, Aug. 20, 1839. 


The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. RENTON, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be reques'ed to obtain from the constituted autho- 
rities in Fioride,a statementof all the Territorial 
bonds issued, and authorized to be issed,in that 
Territory, with copies from the journa's of the 
Council, showing any thing that wes done in autho- 


rizing the issue of csuh bonds, with the 
names of the members of the Council at that 
time, their votes in each case, the names 


of the Governors who may have approved 
laws for the issuing of Territorial bonds, or who 
may have signed or endorsed the sa‘d bonds; also, 
the purpeses for which said bonds were issued, and 
when issued in favor of corporations, the names of 
the corporations, and the co:porators and their 
officers, and the use made of sa'd bonds, and the 
present value of said bonds in the American and 
European morkets, with the condition of the cor- 
porations which have had the us? of said bond:, 
and how far they are tulfilling the purposes for 
which they were created. Also, a statement of all 
the acts of incorporation which have bee. passed 
by the said Legislative Council of Florida, since 
the 3d of March, 1823, and the acts in amendment 
ther. of, ard when and how said acts were reporied 
to the President of the United S:ates, to be laid be- 
fore Coneress. 

The follawing resolction, submitted some days 
since by Mr. BENTON, was considered and 
agreed io: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Trezsury be 
directed !o communicate to the Senate all the in- 
formation which it is in the power of the Depart- 
ment to olstain as to the value of the different State 
bends in the Londoa market. Also, the value of 
the different railroad and canal stecks of the re- 
spectives States in tae home market. 

The following resolution, submitted some days 
since by Mr. TAPPAN, was considered and 
agreed to: 

Resolved, That a committee of three members be 
appointed, who, togethcr with a like number to be 
appointed by.the House of Representatives, shall 
direct the expenditures of all moneys appropriated 
to purchase books for the Library of Congress. 

The Senate then went into the consideration of 
Executive business; and afterwards 

Acjourned. 


* These contractors were Glasgow and Harris, 
of Missouri. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVgs 
Monpay, December 30, 1839,’ 

After the journal was read, 

The CHAIR announced the follow 
com miltees: 

Committee on Comm:rce.—Messts. C artis, #45), 
Waite of Lovisiana, Puike, Toland, Hope 
Parris, Bo'ts, and Weller. 

Committee on the Public Lands.—Messis ¢, 
win, Reynolds, Lincoln, Crary, Whi'e of x. 
tucky, Fisher, Garland of Virgin'a, Hubbarj .., 
Thompson of Mississippi. sie 

Committee of Claims.— Messrs. Dawson, Rus. 
Banks, Giddings, Willams of New Hampsh » 
Gentry, Hill of North Carolina, Galbraith an 
Mallory. ne 

Post Office and Post Roads.—Measys. McKiy 
Hopkins ,Chapman, of Ala., Marvin, Lead*et ¢ ! 
L. Wihams ot Tennessee, Anderson of Kentyci> 
But er of Sou'h Carolina, and Brown of Musi »,. 

District of Columbia.—Me srs. Johnion of Me. 
tylaud, C. H. Whiliams of Tennessee, Beinn 
C'arke, Davee, Graham, Cranston, Black a»! 
Hawkins. ak 

Judiciary.—Messts. Sergeant, Crary, Hoffinay 
Tu ney, Mason of Ohio, Samuels, Colquitt, Sto. 
and Barvar!. , 

Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Craig, Randolph 
Hall, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Montgomery, Rogen 
of South Carolina, Ely, and Swearingen. - : 

Terrilories.—Messtrs. Pope, Jenifer, Ramey 
Campbeil of Tennessee, Stewart, Brewster, Dayi; 
of Kentucky, Montanya, and Fine. 

Revolutionary Pensions. —Messrs. Taliaferro, Carr 
Andrews, Steenrod, Rayaer, E. Davis of Penusy). 
vania, Brockway, Taylor, and Hand. 

Invalid Pensions. —Mes:rs. S. Williams, Mortis 
of Ohio, Chittenden, Doar, Strong, Randall, Morris 
of Pa. Palen, and Edwards. 

Roads and Canals.—Messrs. Ogle, Graves, Car. 
roll, Hill of Va. Smith of Ta. Starkweather, Ray. 
ner, Co!quitt, and Blackwell. } 

Patents. —Messrs. Fietcher of Vt. Beatty, Pren- 
tis:, Newhard, and Paynter. 

Public Buildings and Grounds. —Messrs. Lincolp, 
Petrikin, Leonard, Keim, and Hastings of Oho. 

Revisal and Unfwished Business. —Messrs Peck, 
Parish, Jeckson, James, and Dana. 

Accounts. —Messrs. Johnson of Va. Lawrence, 
Jvhnston of N. Y. Marchand, and Floy 1. 

Manufactures —Messrs. Jonn Q Adams, Nisbet, 
Slade, fillinghast, Worihingtoa, Dromgoole, Mi 
chell, Eastman, avd John Davis of Penusylvania. 

Agriculture —Messis Deberry, Dennis, McCie!- 
lan of Tennessee, Smith of Vermont, Hammon), 
Shaw, Swesuy, Doig, and Heok. 

Indian Affairs.— Messrs. Bell, L. Williams of 
Norh Carolina, Alford, Cross, Chinn, Shepard, 
Lucas, Hust, andJohn W, Davis of Indiana. 

Mileage.—Messrs. Williams of Conneclicat, 
Williams of Massachusetts, Morgan, Leet, and 
Allen of New York. 

Expenditures in the Department of State.—Messts. 
het pale Bynum, Crabb, Lowell, and Tram: 

nil. 

Expenditures in the Depariment of the Treasury.— 
Mes:rs. Evans, Atherton, Osborne, Warren, and 
Jones of New York. 

Expenditures in the Department of War.—Mess. 
R. Garland ef Louisiana, Howard, Wageaer, 
Holmes, aud Cooper of Pennsylvania. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Navy— 
Messrs. Saltonstall, Vanderpoe!, S:monton, Greene, 
and Gerry. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Post Office 
Messrs. Marvin, Boyd, Lowel!, Davis of Kentucky, 
and Brown of New York. 

Expendilures on the Public Buildings.—Messt: 
Stanly, Foraance, Gates, Henry, and Earle. _ 

Foreign Affairs. ~Messts. Pickens, Cush'ng, 
Droomguole, Granger, Bynum, Hawes, Howar , 
Evere't, and Cliford. 

Nuval Affvirs.—Mes‘rs. F. Thomas, Holmes, 
Reed, Ki g, Giinaell, Anderson of Me. Robiasod, 
Holleman, and Profii'. : 

Private Land Claims —Me: srs. Casey, Geriand i 
Louisiana, Calhoun, D.llett, Wick, Butler of Ky. 
Hastings of Mass., Jameson, and Waite of La. 

Military Affairs. —Messis Cave Johnson, Thom) 
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SO 
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—< nd Goggin. 
So tia —Messt Keim, Carter, Griffin, Wagner, 
p. F. Thomas, Goode, Rogers of S. C. Trip eit, and 
a hes —Messrs. Campbell of South Carolina, 
Rives, Fillmore, Medill, Crabb, Brown, of Te., 
Fisher, Smih of Connecticat, and Bo is. . 

Public Expenditures.—Mess's. Briggs, Smith of 
Maine, Bond, Rariden, Duncan, Crecket:, Hall, 
Wa'terson, and McCullech. a 

Ways and Means.——Messts. Jones of Virginia, 
Biddle, Atherton, Lawrence, Rhett, Vanderpeel, 
Evaus, Conner, and Cooper of Geo. 

Mr. KEMPSHALL, a member from the State 
of New York, appeared, qualified, and took his 


seat. eo . ; : 

Mr. WISE then rose, and said that, with a view 
of preventing the strife which had _ heretofore 
agitated this House and the country, he now took 
the earliest opportunity to move a suspension of 
the rules of the House tor the purpose of sub- 
mitting the following reso-ution: 

Resolvel, That wpon the presentation of any 
memorial or petition praying for the abolition of 
sjavery or the slave trade in any District, Territory, 
or State of the Unicn, and upon the presentation 
of any icsoluton or ovher paper touching that 
subject, the reception of such memor al, pet ton, 
yesoution, or paper, sha!! be considered a» objected 
to, and the question of i's reception s‘all be laid 
upon the table, without further debate or further 
action thereon. 

Mr. WISE said if there was any objection to 
this moton he wou'd call for the )eas and nays 
upon it. 

Mr. FILLMORE said if it was necessary to 
mike objection, he objected. 

Mr. WISE then called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered. 

Mr. BELL inquired if the resolution could be 
amended if the rules were suspended? 

The CHAIR was of opin on that it could. 

Mr. ADAMS moved acali of the House, but 
the House refused to order the call. 

The question was then taken on suspending the 
rules, and decided in the negative—yeas 109, nays 
i7, not being two-thirds, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers. Alford, Judson Alien, Simeon H. Anderson, 
Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beil, Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. 
Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, William 
V. Butler, Bynum, Joho Campbell, William B. Campbell, Crrr, 
Carter, Casey, Chapinan, Clifford, Coles, Co quitt, Crabb, 
Crary, Crockett, Dana, John Davis, John W. Davis, Garret Da- 
vis, Dawson, Dillett. Duncan, Barl, Bastman, Fisher, Fornance, 
James Garlond, Rice Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, 
Griffia, Habersham, Hill of Virginia, Hill of North Caro ina, 
Hililen, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hobdbard, Jameson, Joseph 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Kemble, King. Leet, Leonard, 
Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, McCulloch,McKay, Marchand,Medill, 
Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newlitd, 
Nisbet, Paynter, Pickens, Pope, Prentiss, Ramsey, Rayner, 
Reynolds, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas 
Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Siuart, Sumter, Sweeny, Talia- 
ferro, Taylor, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson. Triplet, 
Turney, Underwood, David YJ. Wagener, Watren, Watterson, 
Weiler, E.ward D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Wil 


liane, Lewis Williams, Christoplier HM. Williams, and Sherrod 
Williams— 109. 


NAYS—Messrs. Adams, John W. Allen, Hugh J. Anderson, 
Bavard, Beatty, Biddle, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Va houn, China, Chittenden, Clark, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, 
Cushing, Davee, Edward Davies, Doan, Doig, Ely, Evans, Eve 
ret, Fillmore, Fietcher, Fioyd, Galbraith, Gates, Giddings, 
Goode, Granger, Hall, WS. Hastings, J. Hastings, Henry, Hoil- 
nan, Hunt, Jackson, James, C. Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, 
Kempshall, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Lowell, Marvin, Mason, Mor- 
gan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Palen. Parish, Parmenter, 
Parris, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Ridgway, 
Eiward Rogers, Rugsell, Slade, John Smith, Truman Smith, 
Starkweather, Storrs, Swearingen, Tillinghast, To'and, Trum 
bull, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Henry Wil- 
ams, and Joseph L. Williams—77. 

(Mr. Buacx of Georgia not being within the 
bar at the moment that his name was cal'ed, ased 
leave to record hs vote; but it was objected to.] 

Mr. BELL ingu:red whether it would be in 
crder (0 move to suspend the rn'es for the purpose 
of introducing the resolution of the gentleman trom 
Virginia, with this amendment, that all these peti- 
ots be referred to the Committee for tse D strict 
of Columbia, without debate. It seemed to him 
that this would be the most proper disposition to 
make of them. 


Mr. WISE. The gentleman’s amendment would 
be who'ly inconsistent with my resolution. 

Mr.BELL Teena I will istroduce a new 1ese- 
Imtion to this effect. 





g. C. Miller, Coles, Kemble, Allen, Monroe, |} 
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Mr. WISE said he would object io this. He 
would vote against this House tak ng any ac’ion 
whatever upen these petitions. As a Sowh ra 
man, he wou'd not adm:t that the House had any 
right lo act up n these matters. 

Mr. BELL should be very sorry to do any thi g 





to intercupt the harmony of this body, and would 
not present the resclution, if the general sense of 


the Houxe was against it; but if it would be accep- 
tab'e to the men:bers of the Tlouse 
would prepare such a re-o ution. 
Mr. ADAMS inquired if h» understood the gen- 
tleman from ‘Tennessee as moving to suspend the 
ruies for the purpose cf offer ne the resojation al- 
luded to, that atl Abolition petitions should be re- 
ferre{ to the Committee for the District of Cocum- 
bia, without debate. He would suggest to the 
gentleman from Tennessee, that there was bul one 
class of these petitions which could properly go to 
that committee, and those wefe peti ions tor tie 
abolition of slavery in the District ef Columbia. 
He had no sort of objection io those petitions 
taking that course. Bat there were peti 
the abolition of slavery in the TerritoMes; for the 
abolition of the slave trade between the States, 


generaliv, he 


ons for 


and against the admission of new States, whose 
constitutions tolerated slavery; and certainly these 


priitions}-hould not be rent to#he Commitee for the 
District of Columbia. He had no sort of objection 
to having petitions in relatia to slavery in the Dis- 
trict sent to the Committee ior the Dis rict, and he 
had no sort of doubt that that committee would 
make areport perfectly satisfactory at least to the 
Southern portion of the country. 

Mr. PICKENS rose to inquire if this question 
wes debatab'e. 

Mr. ADAMS did not desire to Cebate the ques- 
tion ai present, and wes only making a suege-tion 
to the gentlemen from ‘Teunessse, that petitions re- 
lating to slavery should go to different comim'tiees. 
For his own part he would be rerfeet!y willing that 
the committees on this sul ject should be appeint- 
ed by the Speaker, according to his own views on 
this subject; only that th-se petitions should be re- 
ceived by the House, treated wth respect, and re- 
ferred to appropriate commitiees, and ‘hos: com- 
mittees mizht be as strong on one s.de as any gen- 
teman here might desire them to be. 

Mr. BELL said it had always been his opinen 
that the best mode ef di-pusing of the.e p-ilions 
would be to refcr them to a committee, ani hence 
it was that he had proposed to in‘roduce a res-lu- 


tion of the kind before aiiuced to; butas objee i 
had been rais dto that resolution, he would n 


wait until the question was brovght up by the pie- 
senta‘ion of pe 1.0fs On this subject. 

Mr. WISE ingutred if it would 
him to move a suspension of the rules agai 
the purpose of introducing his res 

The CHAIR replied that it would not be in or- 
der, the Flouse having just relused to suspend. 

Mr. WISE. Then 1 will give notice thai, on 
the presentation of all Abolition pet ions, I will 
object to the. r reception, and move to !wy the ques- 
tion of reception on the table; andl will say to 
Nerihern gentlemen and Southern gentlemen, that 
I do not admit the power of this House to legis'ate 
upon that subject. 

Mr. RICE GARLAND then moved a suspen- 

sion of the rules, for the purpose of submitting the 
following resolutions; and on that question he called 
for the yeas and nays: 
* 1. Resolved, That the freedom of speech,of the press, 
ani of the people, peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances, 
are rights secured to every citizen by the Coustiiu- 
tion of the United States; but in the exercise of 
these rights and priviezes, no c.tizen or body of 
pecp'e in one Sia'e of this Union, bas the right s» 
to use them, cr any of them,as to deprive the citi- 
zens or peopie in acother State of their rights and 
privileges, or of the property secured to them by 
the Cons'itulion and iaws. 

2. i Resolved, That the power given by the Constitu- 
tion to Congress, to exercise exclusive legislation 
in ali cases whatsoever over such district (not ex- 
ceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession ot 
particular States, ani the acceptance of Congress, 
become the seat of Government of the Uniied 


be in erier for 


yulion., 
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States, gives no right or authority to take the pro. 


| 


tare property of any citzen in such district for 
pable use, without just compensa ion, and much 
less does it conter the power to take suc property 
ta’, without the consent of the imime- 

ly at d, aad without makirg any com- 
pemeation for it. 

3. Resolved, T hot the interference, by the citizens of 

iy ol tee Slates, with the view to the abolition of 
slavery in the District of Co'umbia, is endangering 
the rights aad security of the peop'e of the Dis'riet; 
and that any actor measure of Congress designed 
to abolish slavery in this District would be a vio- 
jation of the fasth implied in the cessions made by 
the States of Virginia and Maryland of said ter. 
rilory, a just cause of alarm to the peop'e of the 
slavebolding States, ard have a direct and, in- 
evitable tendency to distreet and endanger this 
Usion. 

4. Resolved, That the House will not consider any 
preposition, peti ion, remonstrance, memorial, te- 
solution, motion, or paper, asking or requiring, or 
in apy manner relating to the abolition of slavery 
in the District of Columbia, or the Territories; nor 
will this Elouse consider any propositiun, petition, 
remonstrauce, memorial, resolution, mouon, er 
p per, asking or requuing, of im asy manner re- 
lating to, the abolitioa of the slave trade in the Dis- 
triet of Columbia, er among the several Siates of 
this Union. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know of the gentleman 
from Louisiane, before voring upon this motion to 
suspend, whether it was understood that these re- 
solutions whchhe had submitted were to be d:- 
bated, or whether the previous question was to be 
called upon them as soon as they were preseated. 


Mr. R. GARLAND said that these were no 
taveus resoluton:, aad but two gentlemen besides 


himself had read t 


sented t ism 


en, previous to their being pre- 
rning, ard i would te for the House 
td spose of them in such manner asmay meet its 
pleasure. 

Mr. ADAMS coald not trast the House agai: st 
the previous question, and would therefore vote 
agtinst a sispession of the rules; although he 
wou'd te happy to hive these resolutions present d 
'o the House, and fairly and fully debated. That, 
siid he, is wha’ the country wants. 

‘The yeas and nays were ther ordered. 

Mr. GATES woud inquire whether th’s mot on 
to suspead the ru’es wasin orler. When the gen- 
tleraan irom Virginia asked to suspend the rules, 


it Wes notin erter, because the House had refused 
tosusyerd the rales, ani this was precisely th 


;O-ilion, except that tucre was prefixed to 
ions of ro conseqence. 

eons dered the proposition some. 
what t, and there ore decided the motion to 
suspend to te incr'er 

Mr. WISE asked if it would be in order for him 
tom ve tosnspend:he ra’es on to-morrow morn- 
ing, for ihe parpose of offeri:g hs resolution. 

‘the CHAIR woull decide thet quesion when it 
weuldarse. He expres et the opinion, however, 
that such a movon would be in or-ter. 

Mr. ADAMS hoped that the gentleman from 
Virzinia would not offerhis resolution again to- 
morrow, as he should be satisfied wiih what had 
occurred today wpoa that subject. The gentlemen 
cannot suppose that we will submit t» another en- 
croachment upon the rights of the people of this 
Union. We have hereiefore had enough of that 
in the TLouse refusing to ac: upon these petitions in 
any manner. 

The CHAIR siid the question was not debata- 
bie. 

Mr. ADAMS saidif the gentleman from Virgi- 
nia was not permitted to debate it, he would not 
d bate it; but asthe gentleman from Virginia had 
seen debst ngit, he took the liberty to do the same. 

Mr. ALFORD wished to ivqnite of the gent e- 
man frm Louisiana if it was his intention, by this 
resomlion, that Abolition petitions should be re- 
c*ived by the House. If tiat was the gentieman'’s 
intention, he must vole against it. 

The question was then taken on sa-pending the 
rales, and decided im the negative—yeas 107, nays 
82, as follows, there not bzing two-tairds in favor 
of a suspensic n: 


iMece’t in abel’ ric 
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Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Banks, Beatty, Beirne, Bell, 
Boyd, Brewster, Aaron V. Brown, Albert G. Brown, Burke, 
Sampson UH. Butler, William O. Buder, Bynum, John Camp. 
bell, Wm. B. Campbell, Carr, Carter, Casey, Chapman, Chinn, 
Colquiu, Crabb, Crary, Crockett, Cross, Dana, John Davis, 
John . Davis, Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillett, Doig, Earl, 
Kasiman, Fisher, Fornarce, Galbraith, James Garland, Rice 
Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Graham, Green, Griffin, Hill of 
Virginia, Hill of North Carolina, Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, 
Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Sekaben, 
Keim, Kemble, King, Leet, Leonard, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
McCulloch, McKay, Marchand, Medill, Milier, Montanya, 
Montgomery, Samuel W. Morris, Newhard, Pope, Ramsey, 
Rayner, Reynolds, Ridgway, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, strong, Stuart, 
Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Waddy Thompson, Jacob 
Thompson, Triplett, Turney, Underwood, Dovid D. Wagener, 
Warnien, Watterson, Edward D. White, John White, Jared 
W. Williams, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Walliams, and 
Sherrod Williams— 107. 

NAYS—Mesars. Adams, Jolin W. Allen, Barnard, Biddle, 
Black, Briges, Brockway, Anson Brown, Calhoun, Chittenden, 
(lark, Clifford, Coles, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davee, Edward Davies, Doan, Duncan, Ely, Evans, Everett, 
Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gat s, Giddings, Goode, Granger, 
Habersham, Hall, aaa William 8 Hastings, John Hastings, 
Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charles Johnston, 
Nathaniel Jones, Kempwhall, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Lowell, 
Marvin, Mason, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Nisbet, Ogle, Os- 
borne, Palen; Parish, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, 
Pickens, Prentiss, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Edward 
Rogers, Russeli, Slade, Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman 
Smith, Stark weather, Storrs, Swearingen, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, 
Trumbull, Peter J. Wagner, Weller, Thomas W. Williams, 
Henry Williams, and Joseph L. Williams—82. 


Mr.CAVE JOIINSON asked if the motion of 
the motion of the gentleman from Souti Carolina, 
[Mr. Tuompson,] made on Friday last, to reconsi- 
der the vote on ordering the message to be printed, 
had been entered on the jouraa!. 

Mr. W. THOMPSON presumed that it had, and 
he was now entitled to the floor upon that motion. 
If it had not, he would now make the moticn, 

Mr. JAMESON then rose and made a point of 
order, in these words: 

‘““He rose from his seat, {on Friday last,] ad- 
dre sed the Speawer, was announce | by the Speax- 
eR as being entitled to the floor; and while in the 
possession of the same, sert a resolution to the 
Clerk’s table. Before the resolution was read, and 
the question arising fromit was stated from the 
Cnair, and while he (the said Jameson) was still in 
possession of the flcor, the gentleman from South 
Carolina [Mr. Trompson] rose from his seat and 
made a motion to reconsider the vote given in re- 
lation to the printing of the President’s message. 

“The points of order arising on the statement 
above are these: 

“]. The Speaxer should not eatertain a motion 
to reconsicer, before another motion, that had 
been previously made in writ.ng, and sent to the 
Clerk’s table, had been read, and stated by the 
Speaker, (rule 37;) for it might itselfbe a motion 
to reeonsider, for any thing the Speaker might 
know, before it was read. 

£2. Tne motion to reconsider cannot take such 
precedence over other motions as to require a gen- 
tlaman, who is in possession of the floor, to yield 
it—for that cannot be done even upon a motion to 
adjoura, wh ch is considered always in order, ex- 
cept when a member has the floor.” 

Tne CHAIR said he had announced the gentle- 
man from Missouri, on Friday last, as entitled to 
the floor; aud the motion of the geatleman from 
South Carolina te reconsider, was not entered on 
the journal. But as ihe gentleman from South 
Carolina had risen this morning, and made the mo- 
tion, it was the first bus ness now in order. 

Mr. JAMESON contended, that as he was en- 
title | tothe floor on his resolution, the gen'leman 
from South Carolina could not make the motion to 
reconsider. 

The CHAIR decided that the gentleman from 
South Carolina was entitled to the floor then. The 
gentleman from Missouri, he said, would be en- 
titled to the floor, whea resolutions were in order. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina addressed 
the House at considerable length, going into a re- 
view of the various topics, tovced upon in the 
Message of the President of the Uni ed States. He 
cons.dered that that document was writen with 
unquestioned ability and dexterity, if be might use 
such a term without disrespect to the President; 
Lut he contended that the President wes not true 
to many of the doctrines put forth in the mes- 
sage. With regard te the State Rights doctrines 
of the message, they were his doc'rines in every 
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particular, but when he read them, he was Ie- 
minded of the admirable doc'rines contained in the 
me:sage of President Jackson in 1836, and of his 
bad faith in issuing that odious document to the 
South, the proclamation, but nine days afterwards 
He fearei Mr. Van Buren would be as un- 
faithful to these doctrines as Gen. Jackson was. 
He commented with some severity upon the part 
of the message in reJation to the Florida war, and 
upon the proposifion of the Secretary of War to 
bring that contest to aclose. He pronounced the 
course of the Administration in relation to that war 
imbecile, and calculated to bring disgrace upon 
the military service of the United States, and de- 
clared that he would never vo'e appropriations for 
carrying on that struggle, unless the Governmcat 
pursued acourse better calculated to bring it toa 
termination than it had ben. He next went into an 
examination of that part of the message in relation 
to the finances of the country, contending that the 
Government had be n most extravagant in its ex- 
penditures, and declaring that Congress would be 
compelled to borrow ten millions of dollars in ad- 
dition to the usual revenues of the year to carry on 
the operations of the Government for the coming 
yesr. With regard to the Sub-Treasury system, he 
coniended that it cou!ld not be carried into opera- 
lion, without operating most oppressively upon the 
peopie of the country. Tore effect of it would be, 
and the object of the Pres:deat doubtless was, to 
establish a metallic curiency, and to destroy the 
banks of the couniry; and this would produce such 
a depre*sion in the prices of property, &c. as would 
never be submitied to by the people of this coun'ry. 

Mr. THOMPSON having concluded, 

Mr. DUNCAN moved the previous question on 
the motion made by that gentleman. fome of the 
documents, Mr. D. said, which the gentleman ani- 
madverted on, would answer him. 

Mr. THOMPSON of South Carolina said, that 
as his sole object was to promote discussion on the 
subject of the message, and as that object had 
been defeated by the call for the previous ques- 
tion, he would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. UNDERWOOD presented various amend- 
ments to the rules; which were read, referred to 
the Select Committee on the rules, and ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. SERGEANT submitted a resolution in re- 
Jaiion to excessof postage paid by members of 
Congress; which was adopted. 

The resolution Jaid on the table on Friday, for 
the printing of 10,000 copies of the Report of the 
Secretary of the Treasury on the Finances, was ta- 
ken up and adop‘ed. 

Mr. ADAMS, in puisuance of notice given, 
asked and obtained leave, and introduced a bill to 
provide for the disposal and management of the fund 
bequeathed by James Smithsen, deceased, to the 
United States, for the establishment of an institu. 
lion tor the increase and diffusion of knowledge 
among men. Read twice, and referred to a select 
committee to cunsist of pine members. 

Mr. DUNCAN submitted the following reso- 
lution: 

Resolved, That the Speaker is hereby advised and 
directed to swear into office Messrs. Puitemon 
Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, Daniet B. Ryatt, 
Wittiam R. Cooper, and Josern Kitte, mem- 
bers elect from the State of New Jersey, and said 
members thereon be directed to take their seats un- 
til the contest is regularly determined by the 
House. 

Mr. RANDOLPH suggested that the resolution 
was not in order, it requiring a vole of two-thirds 
to allow of its recep'ion. 

Mr. DUNCAN contended that it was a privileged 
motion that he had submitted, and tnerefore it could 
be offered at any time. 

Mr. WISE objected to the reception of the reso- 
lution at thattime. He would sugg st to the gen- 
tleman from Ohio that many members were absent 
who wished to vote on this question, and that he had 
better not press its consideration at present. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that th's was a ques- 
tion of privilege, and had never before been ac'ed 
on. It related to the rights of the State of New 
Jersey, and her Representatives here. He would 


say to the gentleman from Virginia [Mr. Wise] 


that he had no wish to push the consid 
the resolution at this timr; but he wis 
dress the House on that sabject, and as sey, 

members had express?d a wish for an adjournmen 
he wou'd move that the House now adjourn, , 

Mr. PICKENS suggested that the:e were Seve 
ral public documents on the Speaker's table ).. 
quiring the action of the House, ard he hoped th. 
gentleman from Ohio would withdraw his motion 
until they could be disposed of. 

Mr. DUNCAN withdrew his motion, sayip 
that he did not, in so doing, yield his right to ‘ 
floor. 

Mr. ADAMS inquired if the paper submtteq 
the member from Ohio [Mr. Duncan] was befor 
the House. 

The SPEAKER replied that it was not; and tha 
it required a suspension of the rules before that pa: 
per could be received. 

Mr. DUNCAN appealed from the decision of 
the Cnair, on the ground that his resolution was , 
privileged motion, relating to the rights of the Rp. 
presentatives of one of the States of the Unipp: 
bu', on taking the question, the House sustaino} 
the decision of the Speaker without a division. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fo}. 
lowing messages from the President of the United 
States: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith a report made to me by the 
Secretary of the Treasury, with accompanying 
documents, in regard to some difficulties which 
have occurred cuncerning the kind of papers 
deemed necessary to be provided by law for the 
use and protection of American vesse!s eng>ged in 
the whale fisheries, and would respectfully invite 
the consideration of Congress to some new legis'a- 
tion on a subject of so much interest and difficu'ty, 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasnincton, Dec. 17, 1839. 


To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit herewith to Congress a report from, the 
Secretary of State, on the subject of the law pro- 
viding for taking the sixth census of the United 
States, to which I invite your early attention. 

M. VAN BUREN. 
Wasuincton, Dec. 17, 1839. 


The SPEAKER communicated the following 
cocuments, viz: 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, ex- 
hibiting certain transfers of appropriations of the 
War Department. Also, 

A teport from the same, exhibiting certain 
transfers of appropriations made in that Derar'- 
ment; both of which were referred to the Commu- 
tee on Public Expenditures, and ordered to be 
printed. 

A letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting, in pursuance of the act of 2d March, 
1799, an abstract of the returns made by collectors, 
showing the number of registered American sea 
men. Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

A report of the Secretary of the Treasury, on 
the accounts of Charies J. Ingersoll, which was 
referred to the Committee of Claims, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
compliance with a resolution of the Senate in rela- 
tion to the execution of the 13ih and 14th sections 
of the act to regulate the deposites of the public 
money, approved June 23, 1836; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Finance, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
transmitting the report of F. R. Hassler, as su 
pesintendent of the survey of the coast and of the 
construction of standards of weigh’s and measures; 
which was referred to the Committee on Com: 
merce, and 500 additional copies ordered to be 
printed. ; 

A report from the Secretary cf State in relation 
to the expenditure of the contingent fund of that 
Departmen!; which was referred to the Committee 
on Finance. ; 

A report from the Secretary of the Navy, in re- 
lation to the expenditure of the contingent fund © 
that Department; which was referred to the Com- 
mi'tee on Finance. 
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from the Commissioner of the Pub'ic 
pyildings, reporting the manner which all appro- 
ions for the public buildings and grounds have 
mm applied; which was refe red to the Commitiee 
‘n Public Buildings. 

A communication from the Department of State, 
ansmitting, ia compliance with the second section 
f the act making appropriations for the civil and 
jiplomatic expenditures of the Government, a 
iemeat showing the expenditures of that Depart- 
al for the past year: lad onthe table, and or- 
Jered to be printed. = 

The annual report of the Commissioner of the 

aeral Land Office: referred to the Committee me 
‘ye Pabl.c Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

‘A report from the Secretary of the Treasury met 
ihe petitien of sundry citizens of Wisconsin in re- 
ation to the Jead mines of that Terr.tory: referred 


to the Committee on the Public Lands, and ordered 
io be printed. 

A repost from the Secretary of the Treasury in 
relation to the British colonial trade: referred to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and ordered to 
be printed. ; 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury in 
relation to the Chickasaw fund: referred w the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, and ordered to be 

inted. 

"A report of the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
pitting the result of an examination and survey of 
Block Island: referred to the Commitiee on Com- 
merce, and erdered to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, be- 
ing a supp'ement to the statements transmitted 4th 
January, 1836, exhibiting the sums paid yearly 
under each material head of expenditure from 1834 
io 1839: referred to the Committee on Public Ex- 
penditures, and ordered to be printed. 

Areport of the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
subject of dutics on railroad iron: referred to the 
Committee on Manufactures, and ordered to be 

rinted. 

MA report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
swing the names of the applicants for reli-f, 
under the act for the relief of certain insolvent 
debtors of the United States: laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
showing the amount received yearly for five years 
past, by each collector of the customs, on account 
of fines and forfeitures: referred to the Committee 
on Commerce, and ordered (o be printed. 

Areport from the Secretary of War, with a re- 
port from the Commissioner of Pensions, in obedi- 
ence to the resolution of 29th May, 1839, in rela- 
tion to pensioners who have made application for 
increase of pension: laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of War, showing the 
expenditures of the contingent fund of the War 
Department for the past year: referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Expenditures of the War Depart- 
ment, and ordered to be printed. 

Two reports from the Secretary of the Navy, in 
telation to the expenditures of the Navy Depart- 
ment for the past year: referred to the Committee 
ca the Expenditures of the Navy Department, and 
onered'to be printed. 

A repo:t from the Secretary of the Treasury, re- 
lative '0 certain transfeis of appropriations of the 
Navy Department: referred to the same committee, 
and ordered to be printed. 

Two reports from the Secretary of the Treasury, 
ransmitting statements from the Second aud 
Fourth Auditors, showing the balances standing on 
sn + laid on the table, and ordered to be 

Tinted. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury on 

Commerce and navigation of the United States 

for the year 1839: laid on the table, and ordered to 
Printed, 
_Two reports from the Commissioner of the Pub- 
lie Buildings, showing the progress made in the 
public works, and the expenditures for the same 
during the last year: referred to the Committee on 
ihe Public Buildings, and ordered to be printed. 

The Annual Report of the Clerk of the House: 
‘elerred to the Committee of Accouats, and or- 
itled to be printed; after which, 
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The SPEAKER communicated ec rtain docu- 
men’s in relation to the New Jersey elections. 

Mr. RANDOLPH moved torefer them to the 
Committee of Elections. 

Mr. TURNEY moved to amend the motion, by 
re‘erring to the seme commitiee the certificates of 
the Governor of New Jersey, and all the papers in 
relation t> the New Jersey elections in possession 
of the House. 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina inquired 
what was the nature of the document communica- 
ted by the Seeaxer, and how it came in possession 
of the House. 

The SPEAKER sail the document was com- 
posed of cer:ain depositions taken in New Jer ey, 
in relation to the late elections there for members of 
this House, and which had been transmitted to him 
by mail, and that the House was not in possession 
of any other documents on the subject. 

Mr. HUBBARD was opposed to any reference 
whatever. There was, he said, no case of con- 
tested elections to go to the committee. A!l the 
questions that had been agitated in the House, had 
been in reference to the returns only. The only 
question that had been before them was, who were 
returned as members from New Jersey. When 
the question of contest was raised, then it would be 
time to refer the matter to the Committee on Elec- 
tions. 

Mr. BELL entirely concurred with the gentle- 
man from Alabama. There was no petition con- 
tes'ing the seats of sitting members, for the House 
bad decided that five of the New Jersty mem- 
bers should not take their scas. This question 
should be brought fairly before the House, and if 
no other member did, he would bring it forward as 
a privileged motion. He understcol that there 
were four or five gentlemen claiming sea's as Re- 
presentatives from New Jersey, who had been 
waiting here since the commencement of the s¢s- 
sion, and their claims had not as yet been decided 
on. He hoped the House wou!'d proceed with 
caution in th’s matter, and recollect that they were 
about setting a prec dent that would be followed in 
time tocome, and not loose!y refer these matters to 
a committee before any petition or question ¢f con- 
tested rights wes before them. If the Hcuse wou!d 
receive a resolution that would relieve it from the 
difficulty in which it was involved, he was pre- 
pared now to make it. He thought that the 
motion submitted by the gent'eman from Ohio 
[Mr. Duncan] was the only one made in order this 
morning, for it was a privileged motion, inasmuch 
as it related to the question as to who shall occupy 
the vacant seats of the represen'ation from New 
Jersey. 

Mr. WISE contended that the reference pro- 
posed was exactly the way in which the question 
could be breught fairly before the House. The 
committee would, afier examining the returns, and 
the testimony in possession of the Hou-e, make up 
their report, showing who have the !egal creden- 
tials, and who ought to take their sea's as the sitting 
members, while they are engaged in c ‘llec'ing te - 
timony to enab!e the House to decide who are ult- 
mately entitled to membership. This seemed t» 
him to be the regular mode of proceeding, and he 
hoped the House would adopt it. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired of the Cuairn whether 
the returns of the polls at South Amboy and Mill- 
ville, which were suppressed, were to be consi- 
dered as incladed in the motion of reference, and 
would be sent with the other documents to the 
C »mmitlee of Elections? 

The CHAIR supposed that the papers referred 
to by the gentleman from Ohio would not te in- 
cluded in the reference, and that no o'her papers 
would be referred than the depositions just laid 
before the House. 

Mr. DUNCAN observed that he had so sup- 
posed; and asto those depositions, if they were lop- 
sided, as he suspected, he should o ject to their re- 
ception. 

Mr. RANDOLPH observed that the deprs tions 
had been taken in accordance with the laws of 
New Jerszy, and transmitted to the Speaker as di- 
rected by law. 

Mr. BRIGGS inquired how these depositions 
came before the House. 




















































































9t 





The SPEAKER said that he had received them 
by mail, directed tohim as Speaker of the House 
of Representatives. 

Mr. BRIGGS then observed that they were not 
preperly before the House at this time. The tu'e 
was, when the Speaker rece:ved papers by mail, to 
retain them until calling over the States for the 
presentation of petitions, and then such paper was 
presented when the name of the State it came from 
was called. 

Mr. BELL apprehended that the only question 
in order, and that could be in order, was, who were 
returned as members fron New Jersey. The 
House ought t» decide this question in some form 
or other; but he hoped the gentleman from Ohio, 
after whathad been said by the gentleman from 
Virginia, as to the absence of members, would not 
press this question for the present. 

Mr. ADAMS was in favor of a reference of all 
the papers relating to the subject, and of giving 
the committee power to send for persons and pa- 
pers; and the committee, he said, should be in- 
structe| to inquire and report tothe House who 
are members from the State of New Jersey; and 
that they have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he rose to inquire whether 
certain papers were or were notin possession of 
the Hoose, and whether they would be referred to 
the committee. He had been informed by the 
Speaker that there were no other papers in posses- 
sion of the House, or that would be referred, ex- 
cept these one-sided depositions taken to support 
the claims of the certificate members. He should, 
therefore, oppose the motion. Mr. D. here yielded 
the floor to 

Mr. TURNEY, on whose motion 

The House adjourned. 

IN SENATE, 
Tvr-vay, December 31, 1839. 

Mr. HUBBARD presented ceriain resolutions 
of the Legislature of New Hampshire, instructing 
their S nators, and requesting ther Repri sentatives 
in Congress, to the fullowing effect: 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court convened, That, in the opinion of 
ths Legislature, all connection between banking 
corporations and the Government of the United 
States, should be dissolved. 

And be it further Resolved, That, in the opinion 
of this Legislature, no mediam, or currency, 
should te received in piyment of the revenues of 
the General Gov: rament, except gold and silver. 

“Ind be it further Resolved, That, in the opinion 
of this Legi-liture, the Independent Treasury is the 
only system for receiving, keeping, and di-bursing 
the public ievenues, recognised by the Const tation 
of the Unit-d States. 

And be it further Resolved, That the Senators 
from this State in the Congress of the United States 
be instructed, and the Repre: entatives requeste |, to 
use al: proper exertions to effect the adoption of the 
Independent Treasury. 

The resolutions were ordered to lie on the tab‘e 
and be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presen‘ed the memofial of the 
Chevalier De Gerstner, praying Congr.ss to grant 
him the copyright, for five years, of certain s atis- 
tical works; which was reterred to the Committee 
on Patents, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of Hannah 
Gouge, a widow of a Revolutionary solder, who 
had resided in New York 104 years, asking fora 
pens on; which was referred tv the Committee on 
Pensions. 

Mr. W. also presented the petition of James 
Thompson, agent of the British and Foreign Bible 
Scciety, reques'ing permission to enter Bibles at 
the ciiy of New Ycerk free of duty, for transmis- 
sion to the Candas, while the navigation of the St. 
Lawrence is obstructed by ice; which was r ferred 
to the Com nittee on the Jadiciary. 

Mr. PIERCE presented cerain resolut ons of 
the Legislature of New Hampshire, in-tracting 
their Senators ani requesting their Representatives 
in Congress, to the fuilowing effec : 

Whe eas certain propositioas have been before 
the Congress of the United States, having for their 
object the distribution of :he proceeds of the sales 
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of the public lands; and whereas such a measure, = 


in the opinien of this Legisiatare, is not on'y un- 
constituuonal, but is calculated to diminish the 
public revevue and increase indirect taxaion, by 
affording a pretext foc the cont.nuance of a high 
tariff— here fore, 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Representatives 
in General Court convened, That our Senators in 
Congie-s be instructed, and the Representatives 
from this State be reques'ed, to oppose every at- 
tempt which shall be mide to divide the proceeds 
of the sales of the public lands among the several 
States, or to make any o’ber cispos:ticn thereof 
except for the constitutional purpose of providing 
for the common welfare and geneial defeace of the 
United Stat s. 

‘The resolutions were ordered to lie cn the table, 
and be pr nted. 

My. ROANE presented cer‘ain resolutions of the 
Legisla'ure of Virginia, requesting Congress to 
make an additional g ant of laad to satisfy out- 
sanding military land warran's; which were re- 
ferred to the Committee oa the Public Lands, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WALL, from the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary, to which had been referred the bill for the 
relief of Pierre Menard, assed to be discharged 
from its further covsieration, and that it be refer- 
red to the Commitiee on Revolutionary Clam ; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. SOU'THARD presented the petition of the 
Trustees of the Presbyterian Church, at Connecticut 
Farms, for relief; which was referred to the Com- 
miitee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that to-mor- 
row he would ask leave to bring in a bill for the 
reliefof D. A. Saltmarsh and Co. 

Mr. BENTON pre ented the petition of Nathan 
Ranney, collector of the port of St. Lou's; which 
was referred 'o the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. B said, while he was up, he wonld make 
some sugeestoas r specting the number of ¢ocu- 
ments order d to be printed for the S:nate. They 
hed adopied the present number when the Senete 
was moch smallerthan at present; and by the in- 
creess im the number of Senators, the number of 
di cuments received by each for distribution, was 
ge tly reduced. He thought that 2,500 would 
tear about the same properuon to the number of 
Senators at present, as 1,500 dil when it was 
adopted. 

Several Senators requesiing Mr. B. to makea 
motion \o that effect, he moved that 1000 addi- 
tional copies of the President’s message and ac 
companying docrments be printed for the use of 
the Senate; which was unanimously agreed to. 

On motion by Mr. ALLEN, twe petition and pa- 
pers on fie in relation to the case of John Giigsby, 
were referred to the Committe on Pens ons. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petit on of Samvel B. 
Smuh, praying that cer aio duties may be refunded; 
which wes :eferred to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. D. also preseniel the petition of J. W. 
Nye, assignee of Peter Bargy, jr; which was re- 
terre} to the Commit ee on Claims. 

Mr.W HITE of la. presen‘ed the pet ton ofe tizens 
of Upper Wabash, in the State of Indiana, and the 
peition of citizens of Clinton and Carr counties, 


- praying for ce‘ta‘n designated mail ro»tes; which 


were refe're| to the Commit ee on the Post Oitice 
and Post Roa¢s. 


Mr. MERRICK presented the petition of John 
Carter, praying for permission to bring a servant 
into the District; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the District of Columbia. 

M:. BETTS presented the petition of certain 
mannufec'urers of pins, praying for a reduction of 
the duty on brass wire; which was refe:red to the 
Cceramitiee cn Manufactures. 


Mr. LINN presented a memorial from certain 
captains ard erg neers of steamboats oa the Mis- 
sissippi, in rela’i nt» the adoption of a system ior 
the preventou of the explosions of boi'ers, which 
was referred to the Committee on Com nerce. 

Mr. LINN presented a series of resolutions o! 
the Legislaiure of Missouri, re‘ating to the public 
lands; which was refeired to the Committee on the 
Publie Lands, and ordered to be printed. 


Mr. L. alro presented resolutions of ihe same 
body on the subject of the 16th s-c’ioos. 

Also, sequesting a grant of land for public schco's; 
which were referred to the Committee on the Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Also, requesting a grant of land to aid in con- 
s'ructing a lailroad to Jefferson city; which was 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. 

Also, requesting en appropriation for the im- 
provement of the navigation of the Des Moines 
river; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Oa m tioa of Mr. FULTON, certain reso'utions 
of the Leg slature of Arkansas, in favor of ceding 
the public lan’s to the States in which they lie, and 
in rela ion to the seitlers on school lands, which 
were on the files of the Senate, were referred to 
th» Committee cn the Public La*ds. 

On motion by Mr. F. the memorial of John K. 
L. Norman, praying a grant of land in ail ofa 
collegiate ins'itution in the Territory of Florida, 
now on file, aod additional papers, were referred 
to the Commiitee on the Pablic Lands. 

On motion by Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the me- 
morixl of the Legislature of Alabama, asking the 
Fede al Government to surrender the canal con- 
nected with Muscle shoals to that State, now on 
file, was referred io the Committe on Roads and 
Cana's. 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following resolu- 
tion, which was consider d and agreed to: 

Resolved, That the memori:] of a number of the 
naturalized citizens of Michigan, presented at the 
last session, pray'ng for the adoption of measures 
moe effectually to secure the recognition and 
maintenance o/ the rights of that c'avs of the citi- 
zns of the United Stites, be taken from the fi'es 
of the Senate and referred to the Commitiee on 
Fore'gn Relations. 

Mr. N. in pu'suence of no'‘ice, asked and ob- 
tained leave to bring in a bill granting to the State 
of Michigan a juantity of land to a d in const:uct- 
ing acanal around the Fa'ls of S:e. Marie; which 
was read twice, and reieired to the Committee on 
the Public Land:. 

Mr. N. also gave rotice that to-morrow he 
would ask leave to bring in a bill fixing the sa'a- 
ries of several dis'rict judges of the United Siates. 

On moticn by Mr. WHITE, ceitain papers on 
fi'e were referred to the Com niitee on Claims, 

On motion by Mr. ROANE, papers in relation 
to several c'a'ms, now on file, were referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Mrs. 
C.tharine Howard; whch was referred to the 
Commutee on Pensions. 

Mr. CALHOUN gave no''ce that, on Friday 
next, he wou d ask Jeave to bring in a bil! to cede 
the public lands to the States in waich they lie, on 
ceitiin conditions. 

Mr. ROANE presented the petton of John 
Spottiswood; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Als», the petiuon of Cap’. Robert White; -vhich 
was referred to the Commitee on Pens ons. 

Oa motion by Mr. CRITTENDEN, the pipers 
on file in relstion to the claim of Joseph C.axwn, 
were referred to the Committee on Claims. 

Mr. MOUTON presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislatare of the State of Louisiana, in rela- 
ton to the eccn truction of a levee on the south 
bank of Red river; the opening cf the Beyou 
L’Eau Blanc; the validity of titles to land under 
French aid Spanish giants; and in relatioa to the 
16th sections in that State, 

Mr. Be TTS presented resolutions of the Legis- 
la'ure of Connecticut en the subject of a national 
found: y, and recommending the Hoasatonic valley 
asa su table site for that purpose; which were laid 
on the table, and orcercd to be printed. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented the remon- 
strance of certain warcicrs, sachems and headmea 
of the Seaeca Ind-ans against the ratification of the 
treaty lately conciuded with that nation; which 
was reerred ts the Commitize on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be printed. 

On motion by Mr. SMITH of Indiana, 

Ordered, That the m-morval of the Legis'atare 
of Indiana of the last session, relative to a canal at 


the falls of Ohio, on the Indiana side, and all 

itoason the same subject, on the files of the § 

nate, be referred to the Commitiee on Roa 

Cana’ ds ay 
‘Mr. WHITE of Tennessee, { 

Mr. enreisee, from 1 ’ 
tee on Indian Affairs, to which had poem ene 

A bill for the relief of John McCarty; anq 

A bill for the relief of Benjamin Maui ph; 

Reported the same without amendment, 

Mr. LINN, from the Committee on Priva: 
Land Claims, to which the following bil; hai at 
Boot reported the same without amendaey, 

A bill for the relief of Gen. Ma'how Aibaekle 

A vill for the relief of Jcha E. Metcalf aj 
others. 

A bill to confirm the ttle toa certain 
land in the county of Mobile. 

A biil to confirm certain land claims jp the 
Greensburgh land district, State of Louisiana. 

A bill authorizing a patent to be issued to Jose), 
Campan, for a certain tract of land in the Siate 
Michigan. 

A bili for the rel:ef of the heirs cf M:dam % 
Lusser. 

A bill for the relief of Pierre Balin. 

A bi!l for the relief of the heirs and legal repre 
sentative: of William Conway. 

A bill for the relief of Daniel Marsaque. 

A bill for the relief of Alvarez Fisk aud Thos; 
P. Eskridge. 

A bill for the rel ef of Alvarez Fisk. 

A bill for the rel ef of Juan Belgar. 

A bill for the relief of Francis Laventure, Eb:. 
nezer Childs, and Linas Thon:pson. 

A bill for the re ief of Joseph Bogy. 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Cochran. 

A bill for the relief of Charles Morgan of Lou. 
siana. 

A bill for the re’i-f of Charles Morgen. 

A bi!l for the relief of Jean Bapti-t+ Granger. 

A bill for the relief of Sebastian Butcher end 
heirs and legal representatives of Bartholomew 
Butcher, Michae! Butcher, and Pe'er Bloom. 

A bill for the relief of Obed P. Lacey. 

A bill to continue in force the act for the final 
adjustment of private land claims in Missouri. 

A bill to transfer tothe citizens of the parisi of 
Concordia, in the State of Louis ana, the intejest 
of the United States to a certain tract of land. 

A bill to authorize the issuing of a fatent to the 
heirs or legal representatives of Francis Rivard, 
deceased. 

A bill confirming certain land claims in Ms 
souri. 

A bill to confirm certain Jand claims in the 
Ouachita land di-trict, in the State of Louisiana. 

A bill to confirm land claims in the district be 
tween the Rio Hondo and Sabine rivers. 

A bill to settle the title to certain trac's of lad 
in the State of Arkansas. 

A bill to amend an act confirming certain land 
claims in the State of Michigan. 

Mr. L. also, in pursuance of notice, askcd and 
odiained leave to introduce . 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Phil. Barbour, deceascd; which was read twice, and 
referred to tye Commit'ee on piivate Land C aims. 

Mr. ROBINSON, from the Commitee on the 
Po-t Office and Post Roads, to which had been re- 
ferred a bill for the relief of A. G. S. Whie, ie: 
ported the same w:th an amendment. 

Mr. R. also, from the same comm.ttee, to which 
had been referred 

A bill for the relief of Tzomas H. Owen and 
John W. Skidmore; and 

A biil for the relief of Samuel R. Slaymaker, 

Reporied the same without amendment. | 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, from the Commitiec 0 
Public Lands, to which had been je‘erred a bill 0 

relingaish to the State of Alabama, for pur 
poses therein named, the Two percent. fund, re 
ported the same without amendment. 

Mr. KNIGHT, in pursuance of netice, asked 
and obtained leave to introduce a bili for the relief 
of Samuel Griffith; which was read twice, and re 
ferred io the Commiitee on Pensions. 

Mr. BROWN, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obteined leave to bring ina bill supplemental) 
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tablish branches of the 


= act to es Mint of the 
ru ; yaa States; which was read twice, and referred 
& -* Commitiee on Finance. 
" M PIERCE, in pursuance of notice, asked and 
toed leave to triag in the ft l'owir g bills: 
: A bill for the relief of Jose ph Basset; 
A bill for the relief of Samu-l Collins; 

A bill for the relief of John 8. Biliis gs; and 

A bill for the relief of Hannah Laigh:on; 

Which were severally read twice, and referred 
” the Committee on Pensions. 
= Mr. DAVIS gave netice that to-morrow he 


ould ask leave to introduce a bill for the re’ief 
e f Henry J. Pickering. 


' Mr. SOUTHARD, in pursuance of notice, asked 

aad 4 obtained leave to introduce a bill regulating 

ot of pay of masters of the navy; which was read 
y J 


sice, and ref rred to the Committee on Nava! Af- 
’ 


" On motion by Mr, HUBBARD, the Senate, in 
erdance with a resolwion adopted sme days 


= ince, proceeded to the election of a chaplain tor 
leo pe present session. , 
mde The following was the result of tke ballotings: 
: First Ballot. Second Ballot. 
Mr. Cookman, 14 20 
ples Mr. Bats, 6 9 
Mr. Mclvor, 7 6 
Mr. Stewart, 5 0 
Nas Mr. Braxton, 3 1 
Mr. Wilmer, 1 1 
Mr. Cookman having a majority on the second 
Eb>. ijot, was declared to be duly elected. 


Mr. BENTON subinitted the following reso- 
yuon: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury te 
rected to communicate to the Senate the esti- 
vated amounts which will be receivable from the 
ait duty during the years 1840, 1841, 1842, and 
9°43; also, the estimated amounts which will be 
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Pa ayable on account of fishing bounties, and allow- 

mew nces 10 fishing vesse's, during the same years; the 

aid estimates to be all made on the basis of a non- 

eration in the present laws regulating the said 

final eaves, bounties and allowances. 

: Also, that the Secreiary be directed to communi- 

ish of eee (0 the Senate any information in the Treasury 

terest IePariment going to show that fishing bounties, 

pi allowances to fishing vessels, have becn un- 

to the MERtey crillezally drawn since the passage of the act 

ivard, gee 1813 for renewing the duty cn sait, and reviving 

, ¢ fshing bounties and allowances consequent 
Ms mereon, 

Mr. NORVELL submitted the following reso- 
in the ee om ’ : 
on Resolved, That the Committee on Indiaa A ffai:s 
jet bee instiucted to inquire into the expediency of 

taking an appropria'ion sufficent to effect, by 
f lacd ceable and pecuniary means and inducements, 

heimmediate removal west of the Mississippi of 
n land age the Indians now in the Territory of Fiorida. 

Mr. WALL submitted the followiug resolution: 
cd and Mag, Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

Msiructed to inquire into the expediency of mak- 
ives of mes ®9 Appropriation for the removal of certain 
ce, and b tructions in the navigation of the river Passaic 
* aims, eet Of Newark bay, in the S:ate o New Jersey. 
on the MAE 'T- LINN submitted the fol'owing resolution, 
cen te: MEP Ch Was considered and agreed tc: 
nite, 1c: a Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 

‘Iracted to inquire ino the expediency of mak- 

§ an appropriation to impiove the harbor of the 
ae ny of St. Louis, BMissbtiri. 
en and ME. /M di!l to amend an act entitled “An act more 

Hectua'ly to provide for tse punishment of cran 
aker, MS aguinst the United States, and for other 

roves,” was considered as in Commitire of the 
jittee 02 MEE °° 80d, after some remarks from Mr. WALL, 
a bili o Me orderet to be engros:ed for a third reading. 
or pur - bill establishing a Board of Commi'sioners 
ind, 1 far end det-rmine claims against the Unies 

» Was taken up; end, after some remarks 
oki Mr. TAPPAN and Mr. HUBBARD, on 
he relict Ee” Of the lai'er its further consideration was 
and re [e oned until Monday, the 13th Janu:ry, 

The CHAIR announced the following as the 
e, asked MpPMmitlee, on the part of the Senate, to direct the 
mentary situres of all moneys appropriated to pur- 
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chase books for the Library of Congress, to wit: 
Messrs. TAPPAN, PRESTON, and WALL. 

On motion by Mr. KING, 

The Senate went into en Executive session, and 
afterwards 

Adjourned unti! Friday next. 








HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tvusrepay, Dec. 31, 1839. 

Mr. BRIGGS moved to amend the journal by 
sttiking from it the resolution submitted on yes er- 
day by Mr. Duncan, viz: 

Resolved, that the Speaker is hereby alvised and 
directed to swear in‘o office Mé ssrs. Puttemon Dick- 
ERSON, Peter D,. Vroom, Dante, B Ryatrt, Wit- 
1AM R. Coorer, and Josern Kittie, members elect 
from the Siae of New Jersey, and said membe s 
thereon be dir: cted to take th<ir seats until the con- 
test is regularly determined by te House. 

Mr. DUNCAN said he had introduced this reso- 
lu'ion not only because he conside ed it due to the 
individuals named in it, but kecaus? he te ieved it 
to be a privi'eged question. 

The CHAIR said the gent eman could not pro- 
cred to discvss the neiits of the resolution on a 
mo'ion to amend the jouinal. 

Mr. DUNCAN believed the 1eso'uion to be a 
privileged qvestion, and he was sustained in this 
be ief by a preceent on yesterday morninz. 

The CHAIR again intimated that the gent’eman 
could not discuss the meri's of the ieso' ution. 

Mr. BRIGGS contended that the reso'uton oncht 
not to appear on the jou:na!, because the Cuair hat 
decided it on yesterday to te out of order, and the 
House had sustaine! that decision. 

Mr. SMITH of Maine thought this reso'ution 
onght to go on the journal. It would te re. ollect- 
ed, that, on a former occasion, a genteman from 
New Jersey moved to have acer ain protest en- 
tered on the journal, and, a though the House ¢e- 
cided by a solemn vote that it should not go on the 
journal, gentlemen had conten’ed tha’ it should go 
on; and th-y aitained their objec! by moving it al- 
terwar's in the shape of a reso vtion, and cal‘ing 
the yeas an’ nays vpon it, although the House 
again decided it should not go on the journa'. 

Aftra few remarks by Messr:. CUSHING, 
TILLINGHAST. and BROWN of Tennessee, 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yees and nays 
upon the motion; when it arpeared there were— 
yeas 72, nays 83. So the Hcuse refused to amend 
the journal. 

Mr. JAMESON then moved to amend the jour- 
naloflast Friday, so as to make it conform to the 
state of facts as they occurred in regard to a mc- 
tion made by him on that day. [The substance 
of the amendment wil] be feund in Mr. J.’s point 
of order in yesterday’s proceedings. 

Tne CHAIR thought it was too la‘e now to 
amend the journal of Jast Friday. 

Mr. JAMESON contended that the journal 
might be ccrrected at any time; and read a ex- 
tract from the Manual in suppor! of this position. 

The CHAIR then entertsived the mo'ion. 

Mr. DUNCAN called for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordere’; and were—yeas 79, na‘s 77. 
So the quest’on was de ‘ided in the affirm tive. 

Mr. COLES moved to suspend the rules for the 

purpose of offcring the following resol. tion: 
B Resolved, That every petition, memo ial, resolution, 
proposition, or papers, touching or relating in any 
way, or to any extent whatever, to the abo'lt on of 
slavery in the States of this Union, or either of 
them, or in the District of Co'um! i+, or in the Ter- 
ritories of the Un ted States, or either ot them, or 
the removal of slaves from one State to ano her, 
shai!, on the nresent: ion thereof, without any fur- 
ther action thereon, be laid upon ‘he tab'e withort 
being debated rrinted or referred. 

Mr. STANLY icquired if this resolution did not 
contemplate the'r- ception of Abolition petitions. 

» Mr COLES said that d+ pended upen tre con- 
struction of the eff ct of laying petit ons on the ‘abe. 

Mr. DUNCAN inquired it the resoiution could 
not be amended by the House, if the rales were 
suspended. 

The CHAIR said it could. 

Mr. CRABB said he shou!d vote against the mc- 
tion to suspend the rules, beczuse— 

The CHAIR. The question is not debatable, 
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Mr. CRABB continued. He should vote against 
sespension, because the resolution contempla‘ed the 
recepuon by the House of these petitiors. 

Mr. GRANGER called for the yeas ard nays, 
which were o:dered, and were—yeas 87, nays 84, 
as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Alford. 8. If. Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, 
Banks. Beatty, Beirne, Bell, Boyd, Brewster, A. V. Brown, 
A. G. Brown, Burke, W. ©. Butler, Bynum, Carter, Clifford, 
Coles, Crockett, Cross, J. W. Davis, Garret Davis, Daweon, 
Dileut, Doig, Earl, Eastman, Fisher, Fornance, Galbraith, J. 
Garland, R Garland, Goggin, Graham, Graves, Griffin, Hill of 
Virginia, Hill of North Caroana, Milen, Hook, Hopkina, 
Howard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Cave Johnsen, Keim, 
Kemble, King, Leet, Lewis, Lucas, MeClellan, McCutioh, 
McKay, Marchand, Medill, Miller, Montanya, Montgomery, 
Newhard, Parris, Pickens. Pope, Ramsey, J, Rogers, Samuels, 
Shaw, Shepard, Albert Smith, Thomas Sivith, Steenrod, Strong, 
Sumter, Sweeny, Taliaferro, Taylor, Jacob Thompson, ‘Trip. 
leit, Turney, Underwood, D. D, Wagener, Warren, Watterson, 
E.D. White, John White, Wick. Jared W. Williams, Lewis 
Williams, and C. H. Williams—&7 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Judson Allen, John W, Allen, 
Barnard, Biddle, Biack, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown, 
Cathoun, Carr, Casey, Chinn, Clark, Colquitt, Corwin, Crabb, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Davee, E. Davies, Doan, Duncan, 
Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Gates, Galdinga, 
Goode, Granger, Green, Habersham, Hall, Hand, William 8 
Hastings, J. Hastings, Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackeoa, James, 
Chas. Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Kempshall, Leadbetrer, 
Lincoln, Lowell, Mallory, Marvin, Morgan, C. Morris, Nisbet, 
Ogle, Osborne, Parish, Parmenter, Peck, Randall, Randolph, 
Rariden, Rayner, Reed, Reynolds, Ridgway, Kdward Rogers, 
Russell, Sergeant, Slade, John smith, Truman Smith, stark 
weather, Storrs, Stuart, Swearingen, Tillinahast, Toland, trum. 
bull, P. J. Wagner, Weller, 7. W. Williams, and I. Wal 
hams—S4. 

So the Hcus? refused to suspend te rales, it 
requiring two-ihirds to suspe:.d. 

{When the name of Mr. Nispet was called, 
he rose and stated that he voted against the su:- 
pension, because the resolution recognised the nght 
of the House io eet on this question. ] 

Mr. WISE thea moved a suspension of the rules, 
for the purpose of offering the resolution submitted 
by him on yesterday, whch was a different resoiu- 
tion fom the one which had just been presented to 
the House. His resojution denied the reception of 
Avolition petitions; the one which the House had 
jast refused to acmit, contemplated their reception. 
His wis a Southern resolution, the otner was a 
Northern resolution, His resolution was inte 
follow:ng words: 

Resolved, That upon the presentation of any mr- 
moral of petition praying fer the aboliuon of sia- 
very or the slave trade in any Disinct, Tertiiry, 
or State of the Union, ard upom the pres miation 
of any resolution or other paper t.uciing thet 
subject, the reception of such memorial, p ton, 
ig o'ulion, or ps per, shall be considered as object: d 
to, and the quesion of its reception shali be lil 
upon the table, without furiker debate or further 
action thereon. 

Mr. GRANGER inquired if it wasin order to 
move «giin to suspend the rules to admit this re- 
solution, the House having once refused to sus 
pend the rules fur the admission of this same reso» 
luion. He wished to know whether the r gat ef 
petition was thus to be stifled in advance. 

The CHAIR said it was in order to move to suc- 
pend the rules. 

Mr. WISE said he moved to suspend the rules 
to admit this resolution, and he would continue to 
make this motwn, unil he got a distinct vote upon 
it, if it consumed hous every day. 

Mr. ADAMS wished to know if the Cuair de- 
cided that a motion for a spce fiz object, which had 
been rejected by the Elous>, could be moved every 
day. Could ag nteman move every day to sus- 
pend the rules to admit a resolution which the 
House had refus. d to receive? 

Tne CHAIR was cf upinion that the g: nile 
man conld move to suspend the rules to-day, as 
there mn'git be a reasoa which induce! tte House 
not to stspend yeskrday, which did not exist 
to-diy. 

Mr. ADAMS bLelieve! that there was a rule of 
the House, which declared that when a propo-i ion 

was occe rejected by the House, it wes no: in 
order again to introduce it. If the Cuam made a 
decison that this motion could be made every 
morning, and the gentleman carried out h's threat 
that be would move it every day, the whole session 
may be consumed by mct Ons of this kind, calling 
the yeas and nays upon them, and debating them, 

Mr. WISE. Doves the gentleman appeal from 
the decis:on of the Cuan? 
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Mr. ADAMS was unwilling to appeal from the 
decision of the Cnair; but if this decision was ad- 
hered to, and the gentleman from Virginia al- 
temp’ed to carry out his threat, the House wou'd 
find it necessary to reverse the decision. 

Mr. C. H. WILLIAMS hoped the gentleman 
from Virginia would withdraw his motion, so that 
the gentleman from Louisiana [Mr. Cuinn) might 
be enabled tu submit one which he had piepared, 
which was entirely different fiom that of the gen- 
tleman from Virginia. 

Mr. WISE could not withdraw this proposition, 
which he had prepared afier due deliberation. 

Mr. PICKENS desired to make an obserration 
in reply to the remarks of the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia, (Mr. Wise. ] 

The CHAIR called to or/er. 

Mr. PICKENS continued. He was in favor of 
the resolution of the gentleman from Virginia, 
(Mr. Wisg,] but he thought it was very similar to 
the one introduced by the gentleman’s colleague, 
LMr. Cores;] both, according to strict parliamen- 
tary rale, held the question of reception in abey- 
ance. 

Mr. DOIG called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion to suspend the rules, which were ordered, 
and were—yeas 87, nays 85, not two-thirds, as 
fo.lows: 


YEAS—Measrs. Simeon Hf. Anderson, Andrewa, Atierion, 
Banke, Beatty, Beirne, Black, Voyd, Brewster, Aaven V. 
Brown, A. G. Brown, Burke, W.O. Butler, Bynum, Carier, 
Chapman, Clifford, Coles, Crabb, Crockett, Join W. Davis, 
Garret Davis, Dawson, Dillett, Doig, Eastman, Fisher, James 
Garland, Rice Garland, Gentry, Goggin, Grahim, Graves, 
Griffin, Habersham, Hill of Virginia, Hill of N. Carolina, 
Hillen, Hook, Hopkins, Howard, Hubbard, Jameson, Jus. Jolin- 
non, Wm. Coast Johnson, Cave Johnson, Keim, Kemble, King, 
Leonard, Lucas, McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Miller, Mon 
tanya, Montgomery, S.muel W. Morris, Newhard, Nisbet, 
Paynter, Pickens, Pope, Ramsey, Rayner, Samuels, Shaw, 
Shepard, Thomas Smith, Stanly, Steenrod, Strong, Sumter, 
Taliaferro. Taylor, Waddy Thompson, Jacob Thompson, 
Triplett, Turney, Underwood, David D, Wag ner, Warren, 
Watterson, Weller, Juhn White, Jared W. Wilhams, and 
Lewis Williams—8/. 

NAYS—Messrs, Adams, John W. Allen, Much J. Ander- 
son, Barnard, Briggs, Brockway, Anson Brown. Calhoun, Carr, 
Casey, Chinn, Chittenden, Clark, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Davee, Davies, Doan, Duncan, E'y, Evans, Everett, Fillinore, 
Fletcher, Floyd, Fornance, Galbraith, Gates, Giddings, Goode, 
Granger, Green, Hall, Hand, Wm. 8. Hastings, J. Hastings, 
Henry, Hoffman, Hunt, Jackson, James, Charies Johnston, 
Kemphsat!, Leadbetter, Lincoln, Lowell, Mallory, Marvin, 
Medill, Morgan, Calvary Morris, Ogle, Osborne, Palen, Parish, 
Parmenter, Parris, Peck, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, 
Reynolds, Ridgway, Edward Regers, Russe!!, Sergeant, Slade, 
Albert Smith, John Smith, Truman Smith, Starkweather, 
Rtorrs, Siuart, Swearingen, Sweeny, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Trambuill, Peter J. Wagner, Thomas W. Williams, Henry 
Williams, Joseph L. Williams, and Christopher H. Wil- 
liams—85. 

So the House 1e‘used to suspen | the ru'es. 

Mr. CHINN then moved to supend the rules 
for the purpose of submititing the following resolu- 
tien: 

Resolved, That all petit’ ons, memorials, resolu- 
tions, and addre ses of every ce cription, touching 
the abol tion of slavery in the D strict of Columbia, 
or in the States or Terri ories, or in any manner 
relating to the ex stence of siavery ov the s ave trade 
in the United States, te referred, without debate, to 
a select committee. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON calle! Sor the yezs and 
nays on the motion to suspend the rates, which 
were orvered, and were—yeas 112, nays 66, not 
tw. hirds, as fol'ows: 

YEAS.—Messrs. Adams, Judson Allen, John W. Allen, 
Hugh J. Anderson, Simeon Anderson, Andrews, Barnard, 
Beatty, Bell, Brewster, Briggs, Brockway, Calhoun, Carr, 
Carter, Casey, Chinn, Chitenden, Clark, Clifford, Corwin, 
Cranston, Crockett, Curtis, Cushing, Dana, Davee, Edward 
Davies, John W. Davis, Garret Davis, Doan, Doig, Duncan, 
Earle, Ely, Evans, Everett, Fillmore, Fletcher, Floyd, Gal 
braith, Gentry, Giddings, Goode, Graves, Green, Ha'|, Hand, 
William SS Hastings, Hollman, Jackson, James, Charles 
Johnston, Nathaniel Jones, Keim, Kemble, Kempsiiall, Lead- 
better, Leonard, Lincoln, McCulloh, Matlery, Marchand, Mar- 
vin, Mbntanya, Morgan, Sam’i W. Morris, C. Morris, Newhard, 
Oxle, Oaborn, Palen, Parmenter, Parris, Paynter, Peck, Pren- 
tiss, Ramsey, Randall, Randolph, Rariden, Reed, Reynolds, 
Ridgway, Edward Rogers, Sergeant, Slade, Albert Smith, 
John Smith, Trumen Smith, Thomas Smith, Starkweather, 
Storrs, Strong, Taylor, Tillinghast, Toland, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, David D. Wagener, Teter Jo Wagner, Weller, Edward 
D. White, John White, Wick, Jared W. Wiliams, Thomas 
W. Williams, Henry Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Chrisio- 
pher H. Williams, and Sherrod Wilhams—112. 

NAYS —Meesrs. Alford, Atherton, Banks, Beirne, Black, 
Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Anson Brown, Burke, William O. 
Butler, Bynum, John Campbell, Chapman, Coles, Colquitt, 
Crabb, Crozs, Dawson, Dillett, Eastman, Fisher, James Gar- 
land, Rice Garland, Gates, Goggin, Graham, Granger, Griffin, 
Habersham, J. on Hill of Virginia, Hillof N. C. Hiilen, 
Hillen, Hopking, Hubbard, Jameson, Joseph Johnson, Wm. 
€, Jvhnson, Cave Johnsen, King, Lewis, Lucas, McClellan, 
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McKay, Miller, Monigomery, Nisbet, Parish, Pickens, Pope, 
Rayner, James Rogers, Samuels, Shaw, Shepard, Stanly, 
Rreenrod, Stuart, Sumter, Swearingen, Sweeny, Taliaferro, 
Jacob Thompson, Turney, Underwood, Watterson, ap 
Lewis, Wil.iams—66, 

So the House refused to suspend the rales for 
this pzrpose. 

Mr. SERGEANT moved to suspend the rules 
for the purpose of offering the following resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved, That the 20th rule of the House be 
so altered, that the daily presentation of petitions 
be allowed for twenty days fiom this day. 

On taking the question, tellers were called for, 
and Messrs. Grirrin and MonrGoMERY were ap- 
pointed, who, on counting, reported 130 ayes, and 
36 noes. 

The rales, therefore, having been suspended, 
the question arose on the adoption of the resolu- 
tion: 

Mr. BYNUM expressed his hopes that the 
House wou'd not pass that resolution at that time; 
and he called upon every gentleman from the 
slaveho'ding Sates to rise in defence of that in- 
terest which had been assaulted there that morn- 
ing, and ¢gaitst which the power of that House 
was to be broughtto bear. Hedd not intend to 
enter in‘o a dscussion of the subject of slavery; 
but asa Southern man, the sul ject bavirg been 
left open, and they having been dis'inctly informed 
by two or three gent'emen, that petitions on that 
subject were to be introduced and di-cussed, he 
h>ped thatevery Southern map, as well as every 
Northern men, friend y to the peace and safety of 
the South, would sette the question with rezard 
to the introduct on of such petitions before adopting 
the resolution before them. He had heard a pro- 
pesition this morning which surprised and alarmed 
him. It was made bya Sou'hern gentleman, to 
compromise that subject which admitted of no 
compromise. He hoped that no door wou'd be 
left open for the introdaction of Abolition petitions, 
which would be the case if the Hous? passed the 
jesolution. He heped th: yeas and nays wou'd 
be taken on tLe question, and moved that it be 
laken that way. 

Mr. CRABB rose to a question of erder. It ap- 
peared tobLim as clear as the n-onday sun, that 
this resoluton was not in order ferdiscussion. All 
that had been dune by the House was the suspen- 
sion of the iules, to erable the geut'eman from 
Pennsylvania to offer his resolution. But there 
was another re:olution of the House which he did 
nt consider suspended, that sequired the resolu- 
tion to lay over one day for cons deration. 

Mr. CRABB here read the rule he referred to. 

The SPEAKER said shat the motion of the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania was fur a suspension 
of all the rules thacprevented the recept:on of his re- 
solution. It did not specify any particu'ar rule, but 
incluced the ons referred to by t'e gentleman from 
Alabama, as well es the thers. 

Mr. JENIFER said he hai declined voting on 
both the questions presented this mo:ning, in con- 
sequence of having paired off with an absent col- 
league; and it was, thr refore, he wished to offer a 
few remarks, in order to prevent any misconsiruc- 
tions being put on his not voting. He understood 
the proposition now before the House, to be a pro- 
vision for the seception of fet.tions daly fcr 
twenty days to come, inasmuch as the thirly 
days from the commencemert of each ses- 
sion, within wheh the rules allowed petit ons 
to te presented, had expred, afer havirg 
beea taken vp wita otuer business. Now, he further 
unce:s ood that this resolution was objected to on 
the giound that Abel tion pe itiors might be forced 
up°n the House if it should be adopted. He did 
not mean to argue the question as to the expe- 
diency of receiv ng Abolition petitions; but he must 
contend that there were othe s in the country who 
hada rig.t to petition this Hous? as well as the 
Abolitionis s, and that it would be h‘ghly unju-t to 
cut them oft from a chance of be ng heard, be- 
cause Abc] tion sts m‘ght also come in. He was 
not afraid of b. ing called an Abolisionis', and did 
net consicec those gentlemen the mo.t strenuous 
oppesers of Abolition who got up and made the 
mcst fuss about it. He wes one of those who, ad- 
mitting the right of the people to petition for a 





redre:s of grievances, yet be eel tera = 
had a right to refu e any pet.tion it ther he How, high 
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Mr. J. continued his remarks in suppo 
solution, contending that it was right 
to allow time for the reception o 


that if they rejected the seso'ution it Would he, uy 
the effect of preclud ng a_large portion of jh. . - th 

| ple of the United States from p:esenting heir anc wr 
lions to tLe National Legislature. ore . tt 
Mr. LEWIS made a few «b ervaticns in ; Gen 

of the resolution. If they did not adopt it, he 3 : ois 
gentlemen would not get enough time dace. E D tai 
whole of the ensuing session, to offer the cl 
with which they wire charged. Ifonly one des . that 
the week was allowed for peti ions, as would thei 


the case under the rules, without pass ng this t¢ M 
luticn, that day would be taken up fur the remais pore 
der of the session with the subject of Abojj: 


Petitions were firt ca'‘led by the Crain, frog oe 
Maine; next was Massachu'etis, and when thy [me yeni 
came to that State, an Aboliion petition was mt = 
riably presented, which occupied the whole gy nai 


In cons-quence of the cbstructions occasioned by desk 
Abolition petitions from Massachusetts, he j,i offer 
been kept for months without having a single < for | 
portanity of offering those which he had in jj be 











desk, waiting for it. He was very willing tp adoy 
fuse the reception of Abolition pet ticns allozethe, V 
but he could not agree to stop the way against a) Me. em 
petitions of every other nature, because thore ¢ that 
the subject of Abolition might be forced upon ih, Ee not 
House. men 

Mr. STANLY said that when a gent'emy thei 
threw down a gauntlet to him in defeace of Soy). Lal 
era righ’s, he would go es far as he who wy follc 
farthe-t. He would not, however, give his Support aS 
to miserable, jaundiced resolutions, coscocted ing and 





caucus, like that of the last session, con! 

The SPEAKER informed Mr. Sranty thit i Sou 
was not in order to discuss a resolu'ion p.ss2d al trus 
the last session. tere 

Mr. STANLY said he would vote for the reso. He 
lution, because it was due to the whole county Ie hi 
that petitions should be admitted, and he woul 
not, for fear of having Abolition petitions presen. 
ed, shut the door against all others. When th 
call had been made on him, as a Southern man, 
go for Southern interes's, he felt bound to say tha 
he was as ready as any to go for the true interns: 
of the South; and he, im his turn, cailed upon gen: 





































tlemento come upto the mark, and not conten! wou 
themselves wih the adoption of a miserable rew- acti 
lution, made to protect hypocrites, that would bie m¢! 
capable of one construction at the North, and are sion 
ther at the South, mig 
Mr. HOFFMAN observed, that, by the rales oi i fon 
the House, the fi st thirty days of every sesio nei 
were a!lowed for the reception of petitions; but thi fm be | 
period of the present session having been used up thirt 
by the New Jers-y question, the object of the gente Hm he. 
man from Pennsylvania in offer.ng his r: solution, I 
was nothing more than to allow the usna! time fo im Wer 
he presentaton and reference of petitions. This Po, 
be. ng the simple question befo e the House, he we N 
as’onished to find that the gentleman from Nort jm With 
Carolina cal‘ed upon the memters fiom the slave fe & bi 
holding States to be cautious how they admitiel MR pr 
this proposit’on, lest pet tions ho ti'e to their int» and 
res's might be b ovghtin under it. It seemed strange thos 
to him, that every gentleman who had discus c(i JeN 
this proposition, had considered it only on team he 
ground wh: ther it was favorable or unfavorabe | M 
the South. The g.ntleman from North Carolina his 
{Mr. Bynom] had warned his Southern friends og !0r 
its danger to Southern interests. The gentlemaa M 
from Aiabama, (Mr. Lewis,] and the genilemat pa 
from Norih Carolina, (Mr. Sranzy,] on the obec gm bu'l 
hand, did not deem itso objectionab'e; though novel ' re 
of them seemed to consider that the North had aij N 
thing to do with the question. He would, theeg™ me 
fere, inform gentlemen of all parts of the Housiggy dues 
that be and his Northern friends had some int T 
rest in this matter. me 
Mr. STANLY explained that he had supporleggy Vicu 
the resolution on the ground that the whole cout! oe 
was iaterested in the admission of petitions. "a 
Mr. HOFFMAN replied that he was ¢t wh 
ingly sorry to have misrepresented his friend ft! oe 
North Carolina, for whose opiniong he bad Oy °* | 
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respect; and he was satisfied that when- 
Hue bisiete differed with him, he himself was ge- 
Tipe ever ily in the wrong. {Laughter.} He agreed with 
het ce hr from North Carolioa that the whole coun- 
Pipe BS bis ite North and the South, was alike interested 
the, ‘s the adoption of this resolution. Mr. H. referred 
oa a he number of petitions from the various sections 
So eee Union, that would be cut off by an adherence 
ia ep rales, and particulary to those from Revolu- 
fon centiee soldiers; and he trusted that a resolution of 
€ Said this kind would not be bounded by sectional fee!- 
he th jogs of Southern or Northern men. All the States 
i iam have;said he, Revolutionary soldiers; and he trusted 
day q that the door would be opened for the reception of 
Uld be their petitions for thirty days longer. 
S Tew. Mr. JOHNSON of Maryland rose for the pur- 
emai se of saying that he should vote with great plea- 
olitiog sure for the proposition of the gentleman from 
. from Pennsylvania. He thought it was due t» the con- 
they venience of the members, as well as the interests of 
$ inva the country. Hecould say wih the gentleman 
le day from Alabama, that he had had petitions in his 
ned), Ee desk for months—that he had been prevente1 from 
he had offering them on the only day in the week a lowed 
sle op RE for petitions, by an Abolition debate; and such would 
“in bis be the case for this session, if the resolution was not 
7 to’ ted. 
ae whist up, he would say one word to his South- 
inst al Eo ern friends. He wished every Southern man on 
Lose op Mee that floor to speak for himself individually, ard 
Don the not forthe South. He hoped all Southern gentle- 
men would adopt that vocabulary, and nct raise 
iteman iheir lond voices here as champions of the South. 
Sonth. lallow no man, said Mr. J.to speak forme. I 
0 win follow no file leader; and as a Southern man, and 
Suppor a Southern Representative, I speak for myself 
ted ina and my constituents alone. I am sick to death, 
continued Mr. J. of hearing men speak of the 
that it South—the South; and men, too, in whose 
ssed al trust the South would never repose their in- 
terests, and if they did, they would be sacrificed. 
he Tes He had been here for six years, and never raised 
country his voice in favor of Southern rights; but whenever 
would the time came when it would be necessary to de- 
present. fend them, he would be found in the front of the 
hen the battle; though this he admitted would not be say- 
man, ing} a great deal for his fortitude at least. Mr. 
say that J. spoke of the great inconvenience attending 
in'erss the presentation of petitions at the later end of the 
100 gels session; in cons.quence of whch the commitiees 
content would be unable to report on them in time for the 
ble reses action of the House. In order that the committees 
vould be mght report on petitions early enovgh in the ses- 
ind ance sion for the House to act on them, and that they 
might protect, as well es s’ parate, private interests 
rules of fiom questions invo!ving the great interests of the 
session nvion, it was essential that the resolution should 
but this be adopted, giving the twenty days in lieu of the 
used up fe thirty that had been consumed in the agitation of 
e gente fim te New Jer-ey e'ection questions. 
solution, Mr. GARLAND of Lou:s‘ana thovght they 
time for were getting up somethiug Ike a tempest in a tea- 
s. Ths Pot, and therefore called for the previous question. 
., he wes Mr. BYNUM appea'ed to Mr. Gartanp to 
m Nori Withdraw the moticn for the previous question, 
he slave: ashe had been attacked by three gentlemen on the 
admitiel MM °pposite side, and had been grossly misre;r: sented, 
heir int» fi/™ 8d he only wished to say a few words in reply to 
| strange fmm those gentleman, [Mcss s. Jounson of Maryland, 
jiscus ei Jevirer, and Sranty.] He shou'd think it hard 
on the fhe were nct granted this privilege. 


Mr. GARLAND said he would not withdraw 
his motion for the previous question, which cut off 
lor her remarks on the subject. 

Mr. BYNUM then said that it was the usual 
Prectice of that party, after having two or three 
Lu'lies to attack a gentleman and do him injustic2, 
‘0 refuse to Jet him reply to such attacks. 

Mr. BLACK inquired if it was in order to 
amend the resolution after tke call of the previous 
question. 

The CHAIR said that it was not; but that the 
gentleman could move to lay the call for the pre- 
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supporledgay ¥'CUS question on the table. If, however, he suc- 
2 coun! ed in his motion, it would not then be in order 
18. kr him to offer an amendment. 

s exceed Mr. BLACK then submitied an amendment, 
end fromm *hich was read for the information of the Hoe, 
e bad (WE Se purport of whieh was to allow of the reception 
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of all petitions for twenty days, with the exception 
of those relating to the subject of Abolition. 

The CHAIR having decided the amendment to 
be out of order, 

Mr. BLACK observed that unless it was re- 
ceived, he would vote against the re olution. 

The question was then taken on seconding the 
call for the previous qeestion, and carried—ayrs 
114, noes not counted. 

The question, “ Shall the main question be now 
put?” was taken and carried; after which, 

The main question on the adoption of the reso- 
lution was then put and carried without a division. 

Mr. EVANS moved that when the House ad- 
journs, it adjourn to meet on Friday next. 

Mr. DOIG moved to amend the motion by sub- 
stitating Tharsday instead of Friday. 


Mr. ALFORD moved further to amend, by sub- | 


stituting to-morrow jns‘ead of Friday. 


The SPEAKER, according to the rules. put the | 
question fitst in the farthest day off; and tellers | 


having teen called for, Messrs. Gartann of 
Louisiana, and Wittiams of Kentucky, were 
appoitted, who, on counting, reported 95 ayes, 
52 no's. 

Mr. CAVE JCHNSON moved that 5,000 copies 
of the map of the sect of war in Fierida 
accompanying the repoit of the Secretary of 
War, be printed for the use of the House; whieh 
moti n was adopted. 

The SPEAKER aid before the House a com- 
munication from the President of the United States, 
enclosing cer‘ain documents from the Treasury 
Dep.riment, in relation to a decision made by the 
Circuit Court of the United States for the first eir- 
cuit, as to the papers generally used by vessels en- 
gaged in the whale fisheries, which, 


On motion of Mr. CAVE JOHNSON, wasjre- | 


ferred to the Commit ee on Commerce, and ordered 
to be printed. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House, a's», the 
following communication from the President of tae 
United Siates: 

To the House of Representatives: 

I transmit to Congress copies of a communica- 
tion from Governor Lucas, and of additional decu- 
ments in relat on to the disputed boundary | ne be- 
tween the Teriitory of Iowa and the State of Mis- 
souri. ‘M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasuinoton, Dec. 30, 1839. 

On motien of Mr. W. W. CHAPMAN, sail 
communication and documents were referred to 
the Committce on the Territories, and ordered to be 
printed. 

Also, the fol'owing communication from the 
President of the United States: 

Tothe House of Representatives: 

I communicate to Congress a report from the 
Secretary of State in relation to applications on 
the part of France for the extension to vessels 
coming from the colonies of French Guiana and 
Senegal, cf the benefi's grante! by the act of 9th 
May, 1828, to vessels of the same nation, coming 
from the islands of Guadaloupe and Martinique, 
and for the repayment of duties levied in the dis- 
trict of Newport upon the French ship ‘‘Alexan- 
dre” and part of her cargo. The circamstanecs 
under which these duties were demanded, be ng, as 
sta‘ed by the Secretary of the Treasury, of a cha- 
racter to enti'le the parties to relief, | recommend 
the adoption of the necessary legis!ative provisions 
to authorize their employment. I likewise invite 
your attention to the evidence contained in the ac- 
companying dccuments as to the treatment of our 
vesse's in the port of Cayenne, which will doubtless 
be found by Congress such as to authorize the ap- 
plication, to French vessels coming from that co'ony, 
of the liberal principles which have hitherto go- 
verned the action of the Legislature in analogous 
cases. M. VAN BUREN. 

Wasninoton, Dec 31, 1839. 

On moticn of Mr. CUSHING, ordered to be re- 
ferred to the Commi'tee on Foreign Affairs, and 
printed. 

A communieat'on from the Executive enc'o-ing 
a report from the £ecretary of State on the subject 
of the law for taking the sixth census of the United 
Sates, which was, on motion of Mr. R. GAR- 
LAND, referred to the Commitiee on the Judiciary. 
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Also, a communication from the Secre'ary of ie 
Navy, in compliance wih a resolation of the 
House of Representatives of 19th FeSruary, i839, 
repotting a plan for the reorganization of the Navy 
Pefariment, so as to dispense with the Board ot 
Navy Commiss oners. 

On motion ot Mr. RICE GARLAND, it was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and or- 
dered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BRIGGS, 

The House then adjourved ull Friday next. 








IN SENATE, 
Fripay, January 3, 1840. 

The lion. NATHAN F. DIXON, electe! by 
the Legislature of Rhode Island, a Senator from 
that State, for six years from the 4th March last; 
and 

The Hon. FELIX GRUNDY, elected by the 
Legislature of Tennessee, a Senator from that State 
for six years frora the 4th March last; 

Ay peared, were qualified, and took their seats 
in the Senate this morning 

The CHAIR submitted to the Senate the foll. w- 
ing documents: 

A message from the President of the United 
States, communicating additional information in 
relation to the disputed boundary line Letween the 
State of Michigan and Territory of lowa; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, 
and ordered to be prin‘ed. 

A message from the President of the United 
States, iespecting the extension of the same pri- 
vileges to French vessels coming from Gotana and 
Senegal, as those from Guadalupe and Mar- 
tinigue; and also in relation to the du ies exacted 
on the cargo of the French ship Alexandre, at 
Newport; which was referred to the Committee on 
Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

A report from the Secretary of the Treasury, in 
ecmpliance with a resolution of the Senate, in re- 
lation to the fiscal regulations of foreign countries; 
which was referred to the Committee on Finance, 

A report from the Posmaster General, showing 
the namesand salaries of the clerks employed ia 
that Department during the year 1839; which was 
ordered to lie on the table, and be printed. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama presented the petit on 
of citizens of township 2, range 2, eas', of Hunts- 
ville land district, praying for the privilege cf re- 
linquishing the sixteenth section; which was refer- 
red to the C mmittee on the Public Lands. 

Also, the petition of the corporate authorities of 
the city of Mobile; which was referred to the Com- 
mit ee on Military Affairs. 

Also, the petition of the heirs of Miguel E-lava; 
which w-sreferred to the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims. 

On motion by Mr. SOUTHARD, the petition 
and papers of Eliza Lanrie, on file, were referred 
to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. KING presented the petition of J. B. Han- 
cock, who was entitled to a reservation of land by 
the treaty of Dancing Rabbit creek, but had not re- 
ceived the same, praying Congress to grant relief; 
which was referred tothe Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

Mr. SEVIER presented a petition from certain 
officers of the army, praying for an eqnal-zition of 
pay, and that the officers of the staff may te sepa- 
rated from the line of the army; wh ch was reler- 
red tothe Committee on Mititary Affairs. 

Also, the petiuon of John Fov, for a confirma- 
tion of title; which was referred to the Ci. mmittce 
on Private Land Claims, 

On moticn by Mr. SMITH of Connecticnt, the 
papers on file inthe case of Ezra Chapman were 
referriel to the Commit'es on Revolutionary 
Claims. - 

Mr. PIERCE presented the petition of Hannah 
Allen and David Green; which were severally re- 
ferred to the Committee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petitions ef Wil- 
liam Ferguson, Elisha Bentley, and Frederick 
Sammons; which were seveially referred to the 
Commitee on Pensions. 

Mr. LUMPKIN, from the Committee cn Manu- 
factores, to which was referred the petition of cer- 
tain manufacturers of wool, praying for a revision 
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of the rev-noe laws, acked that that commitiee 
should be discharged from its fu: tier consideration, 
and that it be referred to the Commie on Fi- 
nance; which was agreed to, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, in pursuance of pre- 
vious notice, asked and obtained leave to intreduce 
a bill for the relief of Avery, Saltmarsh, and Co.; 
which was read twice, and referred to the Commit- 
tee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. CALHOUN, in pursuance of previous no- 
tice, asked and obtaine! leave to intreduce a bill 
to cede the public lands within the limits of 
new States, upon certain condiiions there:n me>- 
tioned; which was read twice, and referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands, aud orderet to be 
piinted. 

Mr. NORVELL, in pursuance of prey 
tce, asked and obtained leave to intro lece a bill 
fixing the salaries of several distrect judges of the 
Urited States; which was read twice, and referred 
to the Commitee on the Jadiciiry. 

Mr. STRANGE, in pursuance of notice, asked 
and obtiined leave to 
“en act to prohib.t the importatin of slives into 
any port or place within the jursdicten of the 
United States, from and afier the first day of 
January, in the year of oar Lord one 
eight hundre | and eight, appio ed the 21 day of 
March, 1807.” 

Mr. BENTON, from the 
tary Affairs, to which was referred that p 
President’s message relating to military alfa 
ported a bill for the arme! cecupaiion and 
ment of that pait of the Territ re of F 
overrun by bands of marard ng tnda 
was mide the special order of the day foi 
next 

Mr. SMITH submitted the fo'lowing re olution, 
which, by unanimous consent, was considered ard 
egreed to: 

Resolved, That the Committee cn Roads at 
nals be instructed to inquire what 
any, be necessary to confirm to the Siate of Ind - 
ana the lan! claimed and se‘ected by her under the 
provisions of the act of Congres: of March 2.18 7 
entitled “An act to grant a certain quantity o Jani! 
to the State of Indiana for the puryo ¢ of ailing the 
State in openirg a canal to connect the waters cf 
the Wabash with those cf Lake Erie,” for that ro: 
tion of the canal between the mouth of the Tippe- 
canoe river and Terre Hante, ard that document 
No. 32, in vol. 3, of the H. ase of Representatives 
Execuuve Documen's of ‘he Twenty. filth Congress, 
be refeir.d to said commil'e». 

Mr. CLAY of Ketucky gave notice, that to- 
morrow he would ask leave to introliuce a bill in 
relation to copy tights. 

Mr. C. stated that he regretted that he was de- 
tained by indisposition this morning, and prevented 
from being present when the bi 1 was mirocaced by 
the Sena'or from Seuth Carolina (Mr Carnove) 
for ceding the public lards to eertun States wi hia 
which they are s:tusted. He had wished to srggest 
some other reference of it than to the Comniiiice op 
the Public Lauds; but, unless some Senator wonld 
move a teconsii ration of the order of ri ference to 
that comminre, he could not cffer the supg ston 
which he wished to make. 

Mr. SOUTHIARD then moved the recons dera- 
ton. 

Mr. CALHOUN remarked that he hoped the 
Sena’e woul! not agree t> the motion, vr) ss sen 
g od reascn sould be assigned why he tis 
not te re‘errel 'o th: Commi ce on -he P 
Lan’s. tt was the appropriate commutee, aad | 
biil referred itself to it as a matter of course, un ess 
there should be some specific end suflicie.t ol jee- 
tio”, 

Mr. CLAY sad he was indifferert ast 
poiieon of the matter, but, as the committee w.s 
ec Astuluted, four of i's fice memlers were {10.9 the 
new Sistes. He meant to offer no derespret to 
them; but he must say thet this was a measor 
which, disguised as it may be, and colorsbile as its 
provisions were, Was, in effect, a donation of up- 
wards of one hundred miilions of acres Of the con- 
mon property of all the States of th's Union to par- 
ticular Stites. He did net think it right that such 
ameasure should be committed to the hands of 
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Senators exclusively representing the donees. He 
thought that a committee ought to be constituted 
in which the old Sates chou!ld have a fuller and 
fairer repreventation. We should at least preserve 
thie ¢ecornm of ‘egisiation, and not violate the de- 
cencies of justice. 

Whilst up. Mr. Cray wonld be elad to Ieara 
whether the Adminis rat on is ia favor of or against 
hs measure, or stands reutial ard uncommitted. 
cu ry he s' ould not make, if the recent re'z- 
ons, between the Senator who intreduced this Lill 
and the head of that Aministration, continued to 
exist; but rumors, of whic’ the city, the circles, and 
the press are full, esse:t hat those relations are en- 
e'y changed, and have, withia afew day:, been 
cubstitute’ by others of an intimate, friendly, and 
ecnfijen ial nature. And shott y afier the time 
} state of things is allege! to have 
taken place, the fenator gave notic2 of his inten- 
tion to move to introduze this bill. Whother this 
motion has or has not any connection with that al- 

nt of former differe ces, the pu'vic woud, ke 

hid nodsoubt, be glad to know. Atalevents, it is 

n what relation of sapperi, op- 

ro ition, or newrality, the Administration acmally 

to ths mo meacure; and he (Mr. 

C.) surpo el that the Seaater from Soath Caro- 

lisa, or some o her Seniuer, coald communicate 
req«drsire rniormainon. 

Mr. CALHUUN replied, that this was net the 
proper cevasion t diecuss the merits of the bill; bat 
if it were, the task would be an easy one, ts show 
that the Senstor had most crcoreously charac- 
terized if. Th* question at issue is on the refe- 
rence, and be must express his surprise at the rea- 

by the Senator why it should not -be 
tha committee to which it had been. 
{is reason is, that the committee was, for the most 
rt, composed of members from the new 
Sia‘es, and who would, therefore, be too favorable 
to the bill. No krewv better than the Senator 
that all bills should be referred to committees fa- 
vorable tothem. There is no princiole be ter esta- 
blished in the parliamentary code, It follows, that 
the very season he has assigned for not making the 
reference, is the strongest to prove that it should be 
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timt h'mself to objee- 
xce. He intr. decel other and 
‘fs and asked whether the 
bill hal the sanct on of the Executive, assigning as 

reason for bis inguiy, shat, if rumor was te be 
eof personal relation had taken 
lace between the President end myselt wiihin the 
si few dys He (Mr. C.) would appeal to the 
nate whit er it was decorous or pro,-er that h's 
rersonal re ations should be dawn in quest on 
Woaether he should estallish or suspend 
personal relat.ons with the Presideat or any other 
person, is a private and personal corcern, “hich 
te'ones to bims:/findividuaily to determine on the 
proptiety, without consulting any one, mach less 
the Senator. Jt was none of his concern, and he 
has no nght ‘o question me in relation to it. 

But the Senatr a:sumes thit a charge in Jmy 
nal relations involves a change ef political 
peiuon; and itison toat he founds his rght to 

yuiry. He ju'g s, doubtiess, by his 
osnexperien e; but [would bave him to under- 
sand, sad Wr. C. thet what may be trae in his 
own Ca-? on a memora Occe?si-n, is Not true in 
s¢ may te goveri*d ly 


netor did ne 
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rersonal conse aliens, Lut mine, I] trust is g- 
verned sticily by my princi.'es, and is not et all 


under the contre) ¢f my atachments of e mities, 
Wie her the Presdent is porscnel y my friend or 
enemy, has mo inflaence over me in the discharge 
of mv duiies, as, birust, my course bas abundantiy 
nroved. Mr. C.conclod d by saying, that he felt 
that these were improper top cs to datroduce here, 
ardthat he bad p:sid over teem as biicfly as 
USS Oe, 

Mr. CLAY wished it to be uncer: tood, that his 
objections were not because the commiiiee was 
composed of a majoity who were friends ef the 
measure, but that a majotity were from the New 
Siates, Who were ceeply interesad, and that this 
majority were to judge of the terms on whch they 
wou'd rece.ve this magnificent donation. He con- 
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tended that his question, as to whether this was 
Ad winistratioa measure or not, was a proper o 
as it was i nportant for the public information, if 
again refeviel to the 1umors of Mr, Catnony, 
new rejations with the President, and 


SUP pore: 
from the declarations of the Senator, thal de 
rumors were trac; ant that his support, j¢ to: 


pledged, was at least promised cx nditionally to ths 
Administration. Was it of no importance tg he 
public to learn that these pledges ana COMPpromisig 
had been enter d into?—that the distinguished Sa 
nator hed made his bow in court, kissed the hand 
of the monarch, was taken imto favor, and agreed 
henceforth to suppori h’s edict-? 

Mr. CALHODN ssid the Scnator had spoke, 
much of plejges, understandings, and _ political 
compromises, znd sudden change of personal relae 
tions. He (sail Mr. C.) is moch more expe. 
rienced in such ihnegsthantam. If my memory 
serves me, and if ramors are to be trusted, the Se. 
nator had a great dealtodo wita such things, jn 
conaection wits a distinguished citizen, now of the 
other House; and it's not at all surprising, fiom 
his experience then, in his own case, that he shoud 
not be ind sposed to believe similar iunois of 
another now. Bui wh ther his sudden change of 
personal relations then, fiom bitter enmity to the 
most confidential fiiendshiy with that ciuz D, Was 
preceded by pledges, uadersiandings, and political 
compromises on the part of ove or bo-h, it is ny 
forme to say. ‘The country has long since passid 
on that. 

Bat, said Mr. C. I will assure the Senator, if 
there were pledges in his case, tere were none in 
mine. LT have terminated my long suspended pr 
sonal! intercourse with the President, without the 
siightest pledge, understanding, or compro nise, og 
either sife. I would be the ja-t to receive or exact 
such. The transition from their former to their 
present personal relation was easy and natural, 
reqniring nothing of the kind. It gives me pleasure 
lo say, thus openty, that [ have approve of all the 
leading measures of the President, since he took tie 
Executive chair, simply because they accord 
with the principles and policy on which I have 
long acted, and oftea openly avowed. Tae change, 
then, in our personal relations, had simply followed 
thatef our politcal Nor was i made soddenly, 
esthe Sera‘or charges. So far from it, more 
than two years have elapsed since I gave a deci'ed 
support .o the leading measure of the Execuiive, 
anton- which almost all others since have tured, 
This long interval wes permitted to pass, in or 
der that his acts mght give assurance whelber 
there was a coiacidence between our political views 
as to the principles on which the Government 
should be acministered, before our personal rela 
tions should be changed. I deemed it due to both 
thus long to delay the change,among other reasons to 
diseountenance sachidle rumors as the Senator al- 
ludesto, That his political course mizht be judged 
(said Mr. Catnoun) by the obj-ci he had in view, and 
not the suspicion and jealousy of his polit.cal ¢p 
ponents, he woald repeat what he had said, at tne 
last session, was his object. I: is, said he, to ctl 
terate al! those measvies whicis had originaied in 
the national ecnsolidation school of politics, and 
especially the Senator’s famons A nerican sysiel, 
wh ch he believed to be hes! le to the Consttuilon 
and the genius of our political system, and the re! 
source of all the disorders and dangers to which 
ithe country was, or hal bees, su'jct. Ths 
done, he was for giving the Government a {teh 
‘cepartare, in the drection in which Jefferson and 
his associates. we uld give, were thry now alive and 
at the hem. He stood where 


in h:s principles or doctrines, grew out of them. 


Mr. CLAY said he had understcod the Senattt. 


as felici'ating himself on the opportunity wal 


had becn now afforded him by Mr. C. of defining 
once more h's political px sition; and Mr. C. t 
say thathe hed now defined it very clectly, 2° 


had apparently given i; a new definition. 


Senator now declared that all the leading — 
of the present Administration had met his appre 


tion, and should receive his support. It 


he had alweyt 
stoed, on the old Stiie Rights ground, H s change 
of personal relation, which gave so much concert 
tothe Senator, so far from involving any change 
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